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Introduction

The world economy continued to enjoy robust economic growth in the first three
quarters of 2005 and is likely to register real growth of almost 4.1⁄2 per cent in 2005 as a
whole, well above the trend growth rate. At the same time global inflation remained
moderate, accelerating only slightly despite oil prices having soared to record levels in
the third quarter of the year. In the three months to November, the international price of
oil receded significantly from the exceptionally high levels registered in the wake of the
devastating hurricanes which disrupted refining capacity along the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico towards the end of August 2005. The international prices of most non-energy
commodities nevertheless held up well as oil prices declined. 

Against this fairly benign background, the economic upswing in South Africa continued
and completed twenty-four quarters of uninterrupted expansion in the third quarter of
2005. Revisions to the national accounts data, based on comprehensive information
which mostly becomes available with a fairly long time lag, resulted in the growth rate of
real gross domestic product for 2004 now being estimated at 4,5 per cent, instead of
the previously calculated 3,7 per cent. In similar vein, real growth rates in respect of the
first two quarters of 2005 were also revised upwards by more than .1⁄2 a percentage point.

Annualised growth in real gross domestic product reached a peak of 5.1⁄2 per cent in the
second quarter of 2005 but subsequently slowed to 4 per cent in the third quarter. The
slowdown was mainly due to a contraction in real mining output on account of
disappointing gold and diamond production, and to slower growth in the real value
added by the manufacturing sector. This was exacerbated by a decline in electricity
production, as the winter was fairly mild and output growth in some energy-intensive
subsectors of the economy was subdued.
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Growth in real gross domestic expenditure picked up considerably in the third quarter of
2005 as both fixed capital formation and inventory accumulation gained momentum.
Growth in real fixed capital formation accelerated mainly on account of higher capital
spending by the private sector – within this institutional grouping several sectors,
including manufacturing, contributed to the increase. Among public corporations, the
main source of the acceleration in real capital formation was higher expenditure on
telecommunications infrastructure. Real fixed investment by the general government
inched slightly higher in the third quarter. 

Real inventory investment accelerated considerably in the third quarter, with the strong
pace of inventory accumulation mainly evident in the manufacturing and trade sectors,
the latter inclusive of agricultural stock-in-trade.

By contrast, growth in real final consumption expenditure by households moderated
slightly in the third quarter of 2005, but still registered a buoyant annualised rate of
increase of 6 per cent, similar to the rate of increase in real household disposable
income. The lower growth in real household consumption expenditure was essentially a
consequence of a slowdown in the growth in demand for durable goods, especially for
new motor vehicles. Nevertheless, household indebtedness rose to a record-high level
as households continued to finance the acquisition of fixed property as well as
consumer goods by incurring debt. This was prompted by rising income levels,
favourable borrowing conditions and solid consumer confidence. Servicing the interest
on consumer debt proved comparatively easy for most households as the ratio of
interest payments to disposable income remained quite low in a historical context, given
the current lower level of nominal interest rates.

Real final consumption expenditure by general government also registered a slightly
slower pace of increase in the third quarter of 2005 than in the second quarter. While
real compensation of employees rose quite modestly in the third quarter, real spending
on non-wage goods and services expanded briskly, despite decelerating marginally in
comparison with its second-quarter growth rate.

The robust pace of economic growth over the past year was reflected in rising
employment levels. Wage settlements remained well contained in the first three quarters
of 2005. Increases in average remuneration per worker exceeded increases in consumer
prices by a significant margin, signifying higher standards of living of those in gainful
employment. Higher labour productivity helped to check the cost of labour per unit of
production, which for the latest available quarter registered an increase over four
quarters of 4.1⁄2 per cent. However, industrial action – largely related to wage disputes –
picked up in the first three quarters of 2005.

Inflation picked up in the second half of 2005 in response to the increase in the prices
of crude oil and its derivative products. However, when crude oil and petrol are excluded
from the production price index and consumer price index baskets, the inflation in the
prices of the remaining items remained quite subdued, suggesting no firm evidence of
second-round inflationary effects arising from the oil price increase. Moreover, the
targeted twelve-month CPIX inflation rate – which incorporates petrol price inflation –
only accelerated to a high point of 4,8 per cent in August 2005 and subsequently
receded to 4,4 per cent in October, partly on account of the somewhat lower levels of
international oil prices. So far, the high oil price has therefore not prevented CPIX inflation
from remaining comfortably within the target range of 3 to 6 per cent – an outcome
which has been maintained for 26 successive months, and which in itself also helps to
anchor inflation expectations. 

The deficit on the current account of the balance of payments widened further in the
third quarter of 2005. Relative to gross domestic product, the deficit reached 4,7 per
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cent – the highest deficit ratio since the fourth quarter of 1983. Despite an increase in
merchandise exports, the trade balance registered a larger deficit in the third quarter as
the value of imports expanded strongly, reflecting the needs of a growing economy as
well as the record high level of the international price of crude oil. At the same time the
shortfall on the services and income account also widened further.

The wider deficit on the current account in the third quarter of 2005 coincided with a
substantial surplus on the financial account. Foreign direct investment into South Africa
was bolstered by the acquisition of a majority interest in a South African bank by an
international banking group, as well as by increased shareholding by a non-resident
investor in a domestic telecommunications company. The overall balance of payments
remained in surplus in the third quarter, but by a lesser amount than in the second
quarter of 2005.

During the first eleven months of 2005 the repurchase rate of the South African Reserve
Bank (the Bank) was adjusted only once, namely in April, when it was lowered by .1⁄2 a
percentage point to a level of 7 per cent. But for this change, money-market interest rates
were relatively steady during this period. In October 2005 the more expectations-
sensitive rates rose somewhat, following indications that the risk of inflation testing the
upper limit of the target range might have increased, but in November lower international
oil prices, a firm exchange rate of the rand and the release of benign inflation data
contributed to a partial reversal of such expectations and money-market rates. At the
same time, interest rates in the capital market also receded somewhat.

Given the relatively favourable economic environment and outlook, corporate profits in
most sectors recorded healthy gains in 2005 and share prices registered successive
record high levels, the latest record being set in mid-November. At the same time real-
estate prices continued rising briskly. Although the tempo of house-price increases
moderated considerably in the past year, it continued to exceed consumer price inflation
by a substantial margin. In response to these price signals, a strong pace of residential
property development and construction was maintained.

Bank loans and advances continued to reflect the strength of the economy, the stability
of interest rates and the generally favourable lending and borrowing conditions, and
expanded briskly during the past year. In the third quarter and in October 2005 the
measured growth rate decelerated somewhat, partly on account of securitisation
activity. Mortgage advances to the household sector remained the mainstay of bank
credit extension over the past year, in alignment with the upward trend in real-estate
prices and building activity.

Growth in the M3 money supply was exceptionally strong in the third quarter of 2005,
bolstered by robust economic activity, strong confidence levels, somewhat higher
inflation, continued increases in asset values and the absorption of funds arising from
foreign direct investment transactions. Securitisation activity contributed to lower growth
in M3 in September and October 2005. Nevertheless, the income velocity of circulation
of M3 reached a new record low in the third quarter.

Consistent with the stronger performance of the South African economy, tax collections
have so far in the 2005/06 fiscal year risen at rates well above those anticipated in the
February 2005 Budget. Accordingly, in the October 2005 Medium Term Budget Policy
Statement the national government deficit projection for the full fiscal year was lowered
from approximately 3 per cent to 1 per cent of gross domestic product. At the same
time, it was foreseen that the deficit would rise to not much more than 2 per cent of
gross domestic product from 2006/07 onward, as more resources would be directed
towards infrastructure development and the improvement of service delivery.
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Domestic economic developments

Domestic output 1, 2

Estimated growth in South Africa’s real gross domestic product in 2004 was recently
revised upwards from 3,7 per cent to 4,5 per cent, or by approximately .3⁄4 of a percentage
point. The revised higher rate also set the tone for growth in the first three quarters of 2005.

South Africa’s real gross domestic product increased further in the third quarter of 2005,
albeit at a slower pace than in the second quarter. Real economic growth slowed from
an annualised rate of 5.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter to 4 per cent in the third quarter
of 2005. The slower pace of growth was evident in the primary and secondary sectors,
while growth in the tertiary sector maintained its momentum. Despite the lower quarterly
growth rate in the third quarter, real gross domestic product was 5 per cent higher in the
first three quarters of 2005 compared to the same period in 2004, thereby exceeding
the growth rate of 4.1⁄2 per cent recorded for 2004 as a whole.

Growth in the real value added by the primary sector slowed from an annualised rate of
3.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 2.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. This was
mainly due to a contraction in real output originating in the mining sector. The growth in
real value added by the agricultural sector accelerated appreciably from the second to
the third quarter of 2005.

The real value added by the agricultural sector increased robustly in the third quarter of
2005, mainly on account of a solid expansion in field crop production. In addition,
horticultural output and livestock production increased at rates roughly similar to those
recorded in the second quarter. Accordingly, growth in the real value added by the
agricultural sector as a whole accelerated from an annualised rate of 3 per cent in the
second quarter of 2005 to 10 per cent in the third quarter.
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1 In accordance with normal
practice during the final quarter
of every year, the national
accounts data were revised and
the revised estimates are
incorporated in this issue of the
Quarterly Bulletin. These
revisions are based on more
detailed or more appropriate
data that became available. In
addition, seasonal factors 
were updated.

2 The quarter-to-quarter
growth rates referred to in this
section are based on seasonally
adjusted data.
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Following an increase at an annualised rate of 4 per cent in the second quarter of 2005,
the real value added by the mining sector declined at an annualised rate of .1⁄2 a per cent
in the third quarter. Gold and diamond-mining output contracted in the third quarter of
2005. Gold production was adversely affected by rising input costs and disruptions in
activity at some mines, while revenue increased at a slower pace. The growth in the real
value added by coal and platinum mining slowed in the third quarter of 2005. By
contrast, real output originating in copper mining rose sharply in the third quarter.

Growth in the real value added by the secondary sector slowed from an annualised rate
of 7.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 5.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. This
could mainly be attributed to slower growth in the real output of the manufacturing
sector, exacerbated by a decline in the real value added of the sector that supplies
electricity, gas and water. Growth in the real value added by the construction sector
edged lower in the third quarter of 2005 but still recorded a near-double-digit rate.

Growth in the real value added by the manufacturing sector slowed from an annualised rate
of 8 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 5.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. Manufactured
exports continued to benefit from somewhat stronger foreign demand for domestically
produced goods in the third quarter, but domestic sales lost some of their earlier vigour.

Solid increases in production were recorded in the subsectors that manufacture motor
vehicles and transport equipment, petroleum and chemical products, rubber and plastic
products, as well as food and beverages. The sustained increase in production in the
motor-vehicle subsector in the third quarter was consistent with the overall brisk demand
for vehicles. While the level of domestic sales of vehicles remained high, its quarter-to-
quarter growth rate faltered, but this was countered by a sharp increase in motor-vehicle
exports. However, the real value added of several manufacturing subsectors declined in
the third quarter of 2005. These include the sectors that produce basic iron and steel,
non-ferrous metal products, metal products and machinery, as well as textiles, clothing,
leather and footwear. Growth in the real value added by the manufacturing sector
amounted to about 4 per cent in the first three quarters of 2005, just falling short of the
rate of 4.1⁄2 per cent recorded in the calendar year 2004 as a whole.

The real value added by the sector that supplies electricity, gas and water contracted in
the third quarter of 2005, especially in the electricity-generating subsector. The mild
winter made itself felt in the quantity of electricity consumed, in South Africa as well as
in neighbouring countries, while output in some energy-intensive subsectors of the
economy was fairly subdued.
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Real gross domestic product
Percentage change at seasonally adjusted annualised rates

2004 2005

Sectors 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr 4th qr Year 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Primary sector ............... 1.1⁄2 2 7.1⁄2 -1 1.1⁄2 8.1⁄2 3.1⁄2 2.1⁄2
Agriculture................. 2.1⁄2 3.1⁄2 7 3.1⁄2 -1.1⁄2 6.1⁄2 3 10
Mining ....................... 1 1.1⁄2 7.1⁄2 -3 3 9.1⁄2 4 -.1⁄2

Secondary sector .......... 9 11 10 3 5 -.1⁄2 7.1⁄2 5.1⁄2
Manufacturing ........... 9 11.1⁄2 11 3 4.1⁄2 -2.1⁄2 8 5.1⁄2

Tertiary sector ................ 4 5.1⁄2 5.1⁄2 5.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 6 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2
Non-agricultural sector .. 5 6.1⁄2 6.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 5 4
Total .............................. 5 6.1⁄2 6.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 5.1⁄2 4
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In the construction sector buoyant conditions were experienced in 2004 and in the first
three quarters of 2005. The level of the real value added by the construction sector in
the first three quarters of 2005 was 10 per cent higher than in the first three quarters of
2004, almost equal to the annual growth of 10.1⁄2 per cent recorded for 2004 as a whole.

During the third quarter of 2005, residential building construction recorded a slightly
lower pace of increase than before. Simultaneously, non-residential building activity
picked up, while sustained growth was observed in civil construction as roads were
surfaced or otherwise improved and the construction of dams progressed. As a result
of these developments, annualised growth in the real value added by the construction
sector amounted to 9.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, compared with 12.1⁄2 per
cent in the second quarter.

Growth in the real value added by the tertiary sector maintained an annualised rate of
4.1⁄2 per cent in both the second and the third quarters of 2005. This reflected the
reduced buoyancy of the trade and the transport, storage and communication sectors
that was neutralised by somewhat higher growth in the finance, insurance, real-estate
and business services sector.

In the trade sector, growth in real output slowed from an annualised rate of 7 per cent
in the second quarter of 2005 to 6.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. Lower growth was
registered in the real value added by the retail and wholesale trade sectors, mirroring the
lower pace of growth in consumer demand for goods and services. Whereas the level
of spending remained high, the rate of spending growth started to edge down in the
third quarter of 2005. This was also evident in the real value added of the motor-trade
sector where the quarter-to-quarter growth rate lost momentum.

The real value added by the transport, storage and communication sector increased
further in the third quarter of 2005 but at a marginally slower pace than before, receding
from annualised growth of 6.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter to 6 per cent in the third
quarter of 2005. This can mostly be ascribed to a slowdown in the growth in real value
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added by the transport sector. The perennial strong increase in the real value added by
the communication sector, in particular cellular phone communication, neutralised the
slowdown in the transport sector to some extent.

Growth in the real value added by the finance, insurance, real-estate and business
services sector accelerated from an annualised rate of 4 per cent in the second quarter
of 2005 to 4.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. Alongside the solid performance of the real
output of banks and the real-estate subsector, higher trading volumes on the JSE
Limited impacted positively on the real output of securities dealers in the third quarter of
2005. Although activity in the residential real-estate sector remained lively, quarter-to-
quarter growth slowed as some buyer resistance to high prices started to emerge.

The real value added by general government increased at an annualised rate of 1 per
cent in both the second and the third quarters of 2005. This essentially reflected the
steady pace at which government employment continued to rise.

Domestic expenditure

Aggregate real gross domestic expenditure recorded virtually no growth in the second
quarter of 2005, but picked up to expand at an annualised rate of 6 per cent in the third
quarter. The sharp increase in real domestic expenditure was the result of faster growth
in gross capital formation, i.e. real gross fixed capital formation and real inventory
investment. Growth in real final consumption expenditure by households slowed
marginally while that of real final consumption expenditure by general government
increased at a rate comparable to that of the second quarter. Cumulatively,
developments in the first three quarters of 2005 resulted in the level of real gross
domestic expenditure being 5 per cent higher than in the first three quarters of 2004 –
lower than the rate of increase registered in 2004 as a whole.

The buoyant growth in real final consumption expenditure by households moderated
slightly in the third quarter of 2005. Growth in real household spending slowed to an
annualised rate of 6 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, following an increase of 6.1⁄2 per
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Real gross domestic expenditure
Percentage change at seasonally adjusted annualised rates

2004 2005

Components 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr 4th qr Year 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Final consumption 
expenditure by
households....................... 6.1⁄2 7 7.1⁄2 7.1⁄2 6.1⁄2 6 6.1⁄2 6
Final consumption 
expenditure by general 
government ...................... 5.1⁄2 6 0 12.1⁄2 7 1 6 5.1⁄2
Gross fixed capital 
formation.......................... 11.1⁄2 10 7.1⁄2 9.1⁄2 9 10 4.1⁄2 7
Change in inventories
(R billions)*........................ 10,.9 16,.7 17,.8 12,.7 14,.5 8,.1 1,.9 8,.9
Gross domestic 
expenditure ..................... 9.1⁄2 9.1⁄2 4.1⁄2 4 7.1⁄2 7 0 6

* At constant 2000 prices
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cent in the second quarter. This development was essentially the consequence of a
notable slowdown of the growth in the demand for durable goods, which more than
offset the stronger growth in the real outlays on semi-durable goods. Household
expenditure on the other major spending categories held firm in the third quarter of
2005. Despite the slower growth in the third quarter, the growth in real expenditure by
households amounted to 7 per cent in the first three quarters of 2005 compared with
the corresponding period in 2004.

After growing at an annualised rate of 21 per cent in the second quarter of 2005,
consumer spending on durable goods lost some of its earlier momentum in the third
quarter of 2005, but still recorded a brisk growth rate of 8 per cent. Lower growth in
spending on personal transport equipment, especially on new motor vehicles, was partly
offset by an acceleration in spending on furniture and household appliances, medical
equipment as well as on recreational and entertainment goods in the third quarter. The
growth momentum slowed partly on account of a high base in the second quarter of
2005 and the absence of further interest rate reductions in the third quarter. However,
measured over a year, real outlays by households on durable goods rose by 17 per cent
in the third quarter of 2005, an improvement on the rate of 16 per cent attained in 2004.

Growth in real final consumption expenditure by households on semi-durable goods
accelerated from an annualised rate of 13.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to
19.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. Although the acceleration was evident in all spending
categories, it was especially pronounced in the motorcar tyres, parts and accessories
subsector. In addition, robust growth in real outlays on clothing and footwear as well as
household textiles, furnishings and glassware also boosted growth in semi-durable
goods purchases. 

Sustained growth in real household spending on non-durable goods in the third quarter
of 2005 was mainly a result of stronger growth in real outlays on food, beverages and
tobacco as well as on medical and pharmaceutical products. Spending on household
fuel and power held up well in the third quarter of 2005, but real purchases of petrol and
diesel receded on account of the negative impact of higher petrol prices.

The robust consumer spending reflected similar brisk increases in real disposable
income. Growth in real disposable income of households inched marginally lower to 
6 per cent in the third quarter from 6.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005.

With relatively favourable lending and borrowing conditions, rising income and
expenditure, strong consumer confidence and buoyant conditions in the real-estate
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Real final consumption expenditure by households
Percentage change at seasonally adjusted annualised rates

2004 2005

Components 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr 4th qr Year 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Durable goods............... 10.1⁄2 17 23 26 16 11 21 8
Semi-durable goods ...... 23 23 17 19.1⁄2 18 16 13.1⁄2 19.1⁄2
Non-durable goods ....... 3 5 6 5.1⁄2 4 5 4.1⁄2 4.1⁄2
Services......................... 5 3 3 2.1⁄2 4 3 3.1⁄2 3
Total .............................. 6.1⁄2 7 7.1⁄2 7.1⁄2 6.1⁄2 6 6.1⁄2 6



market, household debt as a percentage of annualised disposable income rose from 
61 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 63.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter – a new
record high. The rise in the ratio of household debt service payments to disposable
income was very small and, at approximately 6.3⁄4 per cent in the third quarter, this ratio
was still only half its record high level recorded in 1998. 

Real final consumption expenditure by general government increased at an annualised
rate of 5.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, slightly slower than the growth rate in
the previous quarter. While real compensation of employees rose quite modestly in the
third quarter, real spending on non-wage goods and services expanded briskly, albeit
slightly less buoyant than before. The sustained solid pace of growth in consumption
expenditure in the third quarter of 2005 lifted aggregate real final consumption
expenditure by general government to a level which was 5.1⁄2 per cent higher in the first
three quarters of 2005, compared with the corresponding period in 2004. The ratio of
nominal final consumption expenditure by general government to nominal gross
domestic product declined marginally from 20.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005
to 20 per cent in the third quarter, but trended gently higher over the past four years.

Regaining some of its earlier momentum, real gross fixed capital formation increased at
an annualised rate of 7 per cent in the third quarter of 2005 compared with 4.1⁄2 per cent
in the second quarter. All the major institutional sectors, i.e. the private sector, public
corporations and general government, experienced higher growth than before in real
capital expenditure in the third quarter.

Growth in real gross fixed capital formation by the private sector accelerated from an
annualised rate of 4.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter to 7.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter
of 2005. Stronger rates of growth in real capital outlays were recorded in several sectors
of the economy, including manufacturing, construction, commerce as well as the
transport and communication sectors.
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Real investment in the manufacturing sector benefited from capital outlays by vehicle
manufacturing plants as they positioned themselves to take advantage of the strong
domestic and international demand for domestically produced vehicles. In addition, the
construction of new shopping malls gave a fillip to gross fixed capital formation by the
private sector. However, the rate of real growth in the construction of private residential
buildings decelerated in the third quarter of 2005.

Real gross fixed capital formation by public corporations accelerated further in the third
quarter of 2005. All the major public corporations increased their real fixed investment.
However, the main source of the acceleration in real fixed capital formation was a sharp
increase in the purchase of telecommunications equipment.

Growth in real gross fixed capital formation by general government inched higher from
an annualised rate of .1⁄2 a per cent in the second quarter to 1.1⁄2 per cent in the third
quarter of 2005. Most of the fixed investment occurred at the provincial government
level to provide infrastructure needed for bolstering both service delivery and overall
economic development.

Estimates indicate that real inventory accumulation increased from an annualised level
of R2 billion in the second quarter of 2005 to R9 billion in the third quarter. The strong
pace of inventory accumulation was mainly evident in the manufacturing and trade
sectors. Inventory accumulation in the trade sector was bolstered by increases in
agricultural stock-in-trade as further quantities of maize were accumulated.

By contrast to the second quarter when inventory investment subtracted 2 percentage
points from growth in real gross domestic expenditure, the expansion of real inventory
investment contributed 2.1⁄2 percentage points to expenditure growth in the third quarter
of 2005. The level of industrial and commercial inventories as a percentage of the non-
agricultural gross domestic product edged lower in the third quarter.

Quarterly Bulletin  December 2005

South African Reserve Bank

0

5

10

15

20

Real gross fixed capital formation

Percentage change from quarter to quarter

20012000 2002 2003 2004 2005

Seasonally adjusted annualised rates



Factor income and saving

The year-on-year growth in total nominal factor income amounted to 8 per cent in the
third quarter of 2005, compared with 7.1⁄2 per cent in the second quarter. This mild
acceleration was entirely due to sturdy growth in gross operating surpluses.

With moderate wage settlements alongside some gains in employment, the rate of
increase in compensation of employees, measured over four quarters, amounted to 
9 per cent in both the second and third quarters of 2005. The share of labour in total
factor income, fluctuating around an essentially horizontal trend line since mid-2003,
receded to roughly 51 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, as shown in the
accompanying graph.

The growth, measured over four quarters, in the aggregate nominal gross operating
surplus picked up from 6 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 7.1⁄2 per cent in the third
quarter. There was an improvement in the fortunes of the agricultural sector as production
expanded and some agricultural commodity prices started to recover from a previous
slump. Profitability in the construction sector reflected the heightened activity levels in this
sector. The gross operating surpluses of the other sectors of the economy increased at
rates that were virtually unchanged from the second to the third quarter of 2005.

Gross saving as a percentage of gross domestic product edged down from 13.1⁄2 per
cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 13 per cent in the third quarter. Government
saving improved marginally in the third quarter, but this improvement was offset by
slightly weaker saving by the corporate sector.

Gross saving by the corporate sector as a ratio of gross domestic product receded from
10.1⁄2 per cent in the first quarter of 2005 to 10 per cent in the second and third quarters.
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The weaker performance of corporate saving was mainly a result of an increase in
dividend payments by business enterprises. In addition, tax payments by the corporate
sector increased in the third quarter.

Despite the slower quarter-to-quarter growth in real final consumption expenditure,
household spending remained at a rather high level. That, together with the slowdown
in the growth of real disposable income, contributed to a lacklustre saving performance
by the household sector. Household saving as percentage of gross domestic product
remained low at 2 per cent in both the second and third quarters of 2005.

Having amounted to 1 per cent in the first quarter of 2005, the ratio of gross saving by
general government to gross domestic product inched higher to 1.1⁄2 per cent in the second
and third quarters of 2005. This was mainly the result of an increase in tax revenue.

Employment

The most recently published Labour Force Survey released by Statistics South Africa
indicates that the level of overall employment in the South African economy rose virtually
uninterruptedly from 11,2 million in September 2001 to 11,9 million in March 2005.
These revised statistics incorporate the population estimates released in February 2005
and were also benchmarked to the Census 2001 results in order to establish a
consistently estimated time series of labour market data. These estimates furthermore
indicate that the number of unemployed persons decreased from 5,1 million in March
2003 to 4,3 million in March 2005. The estimated unemployment rate accordingly was
lowered from 31,2 per cent in March 2003 to 26,5 per cent in March 2005.

According to the recently introduced Quarterly Employment Statistics (QES) survey by
Statistics South Africa, enterprise-surveyed formal non-agricultural employment fell in
both the fourth quarter of 2004 and the first quarter of 2005. Subsequently, formal non-
agricultural employment increased at a seasonally adjusted and annualised quarter-to-
quarter rate of 7,6 per cent in the second quarter of 2005. Employment numbers
increased by 1,2 per cent or by around 84 000 over the year to the second quarter of
2005. Private-sector employment increased by 0,7 per cent over this four-quarter period
while the increase in public-sector employment of 3,0 per cent was far more
pronounced.

With the introduction of the new QES by Statistics South Africa in June 2005,
replacing the Survey of Employment and Earnings (SEE) from the fourth quarter of
2004, the coverage and representativeness of official labour market statistics
improved significantly. In fact, the overall level of formal non-agricultural employment,
as indicated by enterprises, has been revised upward to around 7,1 million
employees. This represents an increase of about 8 per cent over the estimated level
indicated by the SEE in December 2004 and resulted from improved coverage of small
businesses in particular 3.

The QES survey is based on a sample of 24 000 income-tax-paying employing enterprises
in the formal non-agricultural sector, whereas the discontinued SEE was based on a
narrower sample of 10 000 private and public enterprises with value-added tax turnover
exceeding R300 000 per annum in the formal non-agricultural sectors of the economy. 

The recovery in enterprise-surveyed private-sector employment faltered somewhat in
the final quarter of 2004 and the first quarter of 2005. Job losses in the manufacturing
and gold-mining sectors were primarily responsible for the decline in employment
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series analysis, a statistically
linked employment series was
constructed by the Bank,
factoring in the difference in
the indicated levels of
employment between the SEE
and the QES. It was assumed
that the historical seasonal
patterns in the SEE data also
apply to the new QES data –
proper seasonal adjustment
of the new QES data will only
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numbers during the six months to March 2005. The recovery in private-sector
employment in the second quarter of 2005 was fairly widespread as only the gold-
mining and electricity-generating sectors reduced staff numbers in that quarter. The
quarter-to-quarter pace of employment losses in the gold-mining sector also
decelerated further in the second quarter of 2005. A sizeable increase in construction-
sector employment was recorded in the second quarter of 2005 due to the appointment
of more employees on new projects resulting from a strong increase in construction-
sector activity. Civil engineering, electrical contracting, and construction in other building
sub-industries all reflected quarterly increases in employment numbers. Increases in
employment numbers in the non-gold mining as well as transport, storage and
communication sectors were also fairly pronounced in the second quarter of 2005.

A firm upward trend in the level of public-sector employment developed from mid-2002,
but this lost some momentum recently as the pace of employment gains levelled off to
annualised rates of around 0,5 per cent in the two quarters to June 2005. Employment
gains at provincial government level outweighed job losses at public-sector enterprises
in the second quarter of 2005. Notwithstanding the slower pace of job gains in the first
half of 2005, the level of public-sector employment still rose by as much as 3,0 per cent
in the year to June 2005, or by almost 46 000 jobs. 

Signs of employment prospects in the third quarter of 2005 are generally positive. The
volume of job advertisements in the print media rose further in the third quarter of 2005
and business confidence, according to the Rand Merchant Bank/Bureau for Economic
Research Business Confidence Index, remained at exceptionally high levels in all sectors
of the economy during that quarter. However, the Investec Purchasing Managers sub-
index for employment points to a possible slight contraction in manufacturing-sector
employment in the third quarter of 2005.

Man-days lost to strikes and other forms of work stoppages more than doubled from 
1,05 million during the first three quarters of 2004 to 2,2 million during the same period
in 2005. Industrial action was largely related to wage disputes, which accounted for 
88,7 per cent of the number of man-days lost during the first three quarters of 2005.
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Change in enterprise-surveyed formal non-agricultural employment over
four quarters to June 2005

Sector Number Percentage change

Gold mining .................................................................................. -20 300 -11,0
Non-gold mining ........................................................................... 13 500 4,9
Manufacturing ............................................................................... -16 600 -1,4
Electricity supply ........................................................................... -200 -0,5
Construction ................................................................................. 83 900 24,9
Trade, catering and accommodation............................................. 99 500 7,8
Transport, storage and communication ......................................... 24 100 12,3
Finance, insurance, real-estate and business services .................. -165 500 -10,1
Community, social and personal services...................................... 20 000 7,0
Total private sector ...................................................................... 38 500 0,7
National, provincial and local government ..................................... 55 800 4,1
Public-sector enterprises............................................................... -9 800 -5,2
Total public sector........................................................................ 45 900 3,0
Grand total ................................................................................... 84 400 1,2

Source: Statistics South Africa, Survey of Employment and Earnings and Quarterly Employment Statistics
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Labour cost and productivity

The pace of increase in average nominal remuneration per worker in the formal non-
agricultural sectors of the economy slowed from an annual average rate of 9,1 per cent
in 2004 to 8,3 per cent in the year to the first quarter of 2005 and to 7,9 per cent in the
year to the second quarter. This deceleration in nominal wage growth resulted from a
slowdown in the pace of increase in private-sector nominal remuneration per worker,
since average remuneration in the public sector rose more rapidly in the second quarter
of 2005 than in the first quarter.

The moderation in wage pressures in the economy seemed likely to have continued in
the third quarter of 2005 as suggested by a slower pace of increase in average salaries,
wages and pensions deposited into the bank accounts of almost 5 million salaried and
retired workers in that quarter, as indicated by the Automated Clearing Bureau.
According to Andrew Levy Employment Publications, the average settlement rate in
collective bargaining agreements decelerated to 6,2 per cent in the first nine months of
2005 from 6,7 per cent in the same period of the preceding year. Wage growth at the
lower pay levels was more sedate at around 4 per cent when the first nine months of
2005 are compared with the same period in 2004.

The growth in nominal remuneration per worker in the public sector decelerated from an
annual average rate of 9,1 per cent in 2004 to 6,9 per cent in the year to the first quarter
of 2005, but accelerated substantially to 8,7 per cent in the year to the second quarter.
The acceleration in nominal wage growth in the public sector in the second quarter of
2005 occurred at all levels of the public sector with the exception of the local
government level. Despite the slowdown in the pace of increase in nominal remuneration
per worker at local government level, the rate of increase was still well in excess of those
at the other levels of government.
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Unlike the faster pace of increase in nominal wage growth in the public sector from the
first quarter of 2005 to the second quarter, remuneration increases granted by private-
sector enterprises slowed somewhat. The sharp deceleration in nominal wage growth in
the manufacturing sector and a decline in average remuneration per worker in the
construction sector were key to the deceleration in private-sector nominal wage growth
in the second quarter of 2005. It is likely that the significant increase in employment in
the construction sector in the second quarter involved mainly new recruits remunerated
at entry-level wages, thereby pulling down the average remuneration level.

With formal non-agricultural employment declining in the two quarters to March 2005,
labour productivity growth picked up to a year-on-year rate of 4,3 per cent in the first
quarter of 2005. Following a renewed increase in employment in the second quarter of
2005, real production per worker increased at a lower rate of 3,2 per cent in the year to
the second quarter. Even though labour productivity growth in the manufacturing sector
decelerated to a year-on-year increase of 4,9 per cent in the second quarter of 2005, it
still exceeded economy-wide productivity growth by a fair margin. 

The increase in the cost of labour per unit of production in the formal non-agricultural
sector was contained at a year-on-year rate of 3,8 per cent in the first quarter of 2005,
meaningfully lower than the annual average increase of 7,3 per cent in 2004. Following
the moderation in labour productivity growth in the second quarter of 2005, the year-on-
year rate of increase in nominal unit labour cost accelerated somewhat to 4,5 per cent in
that quarter. Unlike the acceleration in the pace of increase in nominal unit labour cost in
the overall formal non-agricultural sectors of the economy in the second quarter of 2005,
unit labour cost growth slowed quite substantially in the manufacturing sector. The pace
of increase in nominal unit labour cost in the manufacturing sector decelerated from an
annual average of 4,5 per cent in 2004 to only 0,2 per cent in the year to the second
quarter of 2005 as nominal wage growth slowed and real output picked up.

Prices

Price inflation in the domestic economy accelerated considerably in recent months,
mainly as a consequence of steep increases in international crude oil prices. The
inflationary effects of higher oil prices were, however, partly mitigated by a recovery in
the external value of the rand in the third quarter of 2005, leading to a decline in import
costs and intensified price competition in the domestic economy. Relatively low rates of
increase in food prices also had a substantial dampening effect on accelerating price
inflation. Despite these moderating factors, twelve-month CPIX inflation accelerated
from a recent low of 3,1 per cent in February 2005 to 4,8 per cent in August,
decelerating somewhat to 4,4 per cent in October. In both September and October
2005 as much as 1,2 percentage points, or a quarter of the CPIX rate of inflation, could
be attributed directly to the rise in petrol prices.

Driven by supply disruptions, under-investment in refining capacity over an extended
period of time and relatively brisk global economic conditions, leading to an increase in
demand, the monthly average international price of crude oil rose markedly from around
US$40 per barrel in December 2004 to US$63 per barrel in September 2005. This was
followed by some decline in crude oil prices to levels of around US$53 per barrel in late
November 2005. Inflation in the production prices of imported goods reflected these
higher energy prices and accelerated substantially from a year-on-year rate of 0,3 per
cent in January 2005 to 6,8 per cent in September – the highest rate of increase in
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almost three years. Following an easing in the rand price of imported crude oil, year-on-
year inflation in the prices of imported goods declined to 4,2 per cent in October 2005.
When measured from quarter to quarter and expressed at an annualised rate, changes
in the prices of imported goods reverted from a decline of 3,2 per cent in the first quarter
of 2005 to an increase of as much as 13,9 per cent in the third quarter.

While the import prices of goods in the mining and quarrying category (including crude
oil, with a weight of 9,9 per cent in the imported goods price index) rose by no less
than 47,8 per cent in the year to October 2005, various other categories with a
combined weight of almost 33 per cent were still experiencing rates of price decline
over that period. The most prominent among these latter categories were office,
accounting and computing machinery, as well as radio, television and communication
equipment and apparatus. Their disinflationary effects were not only counteracted by
the already mentioned high crude oil prices but also by accelerating inflation in the
prices of basic metal products, wood and wood products, agricultural and manufac-
tured food, and beverages.

Contrary to the acceleration in production price inflation in the domestic economy in
recent months, production price pressures moderated somewhat in South Africa’s main
trading-partner countries. The year-on-year rate of increase in the composite wholesale
price index of South Africa’s main trading-partner countries decelerated from around 
4,5 per cent in the closing months of 2004 to 3,1 per cent in September 2005, despite
the adverse impact of rising crude oil prices.
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Relatively small increases in the prices of certain imported goods contributed to the fairly
moderate rise in the production prices of domestically produced goods during the first
half of 2005. From twelve-month rates of increase of around 2 per cent during the first
half of 2005, domestically produced goods price inflation accelerated to 3,8 per cent in
September and 3,5 per cent in October. Measured from quarter to quarter and expressed
at an annualised rate, domestically-produced goods price inflation accelerated from 1,9
per cent in the first quarter of 2005 to 5,8 per cent in the third quarter.

Over and above the steep increases in the prices of petroleum and coal products, the
production prices of fishing products rose by 18,6 per cent in the year to October 2005,
basic ferrous metals by 10,4 per cent, tobacco products by 9,8 per cent and wood and
wood products by 9,3 per cent. Inflation pressures were relatively muted in the other
categories of domestically produced goods. In fact, the production prices of coal,
manufactured food, leather and leather products as well as footwear declined in the year
to October 2005. Nevertheless, factors such as higher transport costs, an increase in
the cost of plastic packaging materials and higher maize prices are likely to increasingly
make themselves felt in food price inflation in particular.

While increases in the all-goods production price index were fairly subdued during the
opening months of 2005, the pace of increase doubled from a year-on-year rate of 
2,3 per cent in June 2005 to 4,6 per cent in September. This rate of increase slowed
somewhat to 4,2 per cent in October 2005. When rising energy prices are excluded from
the all-goods production price index, production prices would have declined by 2,4 per
cent in the year to October 2005. When measured from quarter to quarter and
expressed at an annualised rate, all-goods production price inflation accelerated to 8,6
per cent in the third quarter of 2005 due to higher prices of both imported and
domestically-produced goods. 

Mainly as a consequence of the increase in crude oil prices, leading to a rise in the
domestic price of petrol by as much as 60 per cent in the 21 months to October 2005,
CPIX inflation accelerated. While year-on-year CPIX services price inflation inched below
the upper limit of the inflation target range of 6 per cent during the nine months to
September 2005 and fell to 5,2 per cent in October, CPIX goods price inflation accelerated
substantially over this period. In addition to the steep increases in petrol prices, higher
inflation in the prices of alcoholic beverages and tobacco as well as of housing services
pushed year-on-year CPIX inflation higher. The quarter-to-quarter pace of CPIX inflation
accelerated from 2,4 per cent in the first quarter of 2005 to 6,3 per cent in the third quarter.
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Production prices
Quarter-to-quarter percentage changes at annualised rates

Period Domestically Imported Overall 
produced goods goods production prices

2003: Year........................................ 3,9 -4,2 1,7
2004: 1st qr...................................... 5,7 -3,8 3,7

2nd qr .................................... 3,3 4,8 2,5
3rd qr ..................................... 0,5 -1,9 0,6
4th qr ..................................... 2,2 0,9 1,7
Year........................................ 2,3 -3,9 0,6

2005: 1st qr...................................... 1,9 -3,2 1,3
2nd qr .................................... 3,9 13,7 5,1
3rd qr ..................................... 5,8 13,9 8,6
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CPIX goods price inflation generally remained below 3 per cent during the first half of
2005, but accelerated to a year-on-year rate of 3,4 per cent in July 2005 and came to
4,4 per cent in September 2005 and 4,1 per cent in October. Higher petrol prices
added some 2,0 percentage points to year-on-year CPIX goods price inflation in
October. Outright declines in the prices of furniture and equipment, clothing and
footwear as well as new and used vehicles, moderated inflation in the year to October
2005. Despite a slight acceleration in recent months to a year-on-year rate of 3,2 per
cent in September 2005, food price inflation still remained well contained, falling to 
2,4 per cent in October. As far as the remaining goods in the CPIX basket are
concerned, their twelve-month rates of price increase remained fairly stationary at
around the 3-per-cent level during the past year. This indicates that the pass-through
from petrol prices to prices of other goods has been fairly limited up to now.

Contrary to the acceleration in CPIX goods price inflation in recent months, CPIX services
price inflation drifted down from year-on-year rates of around 8 per cent in the closing
months of 2003 to 5,2 per cent in October 2005. Housing-services price inflation,
however, accelerated from a year-on-year rate of 5,3 per cent in February 2005 to 7,0 per
cent in August. This acceleration in housing-services price inflation resulted mainly from
the steeper increases in domestic-worker wages. Following the implementation of the
results of the latest Labour Force Survey, the index for domestic-worker wages declined
at a month-to-month rate of 0,2 per cent in October 2005. This rate of decline will also
apply to the ensuing four months. As a consequence, housing-services price inflation
decelerated somewhat to 6,1 per cent in the year to October 2005.

CPIX-services price inflation during the five months to October 2005 was contained by
exceptionally low rates of increase in the prices of transport services. In fact, when
measured over periods of twelve months, CPIX transport-services prices increased by
only 1,3 per cent in October 2005, in stark contrast to the 12,3 per cent increase in
transport goods prices. 
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A disaggregation of price changes in CPIX indicates that six out of the ten main
components, with a combined weight of 61,3 per cent, fell below the lower boundary of
the inflation target range in October 2005. Year-on-year inflation in three components
exceeded the upper boundary of the target range, while only one component fell within
the range. Year-on-year inflation in transport running cost, which is directly influenced by
the higher price of petrol, exceeded the rates of price increase in the other categories by
a considerable margin.

The year-on-year inflation in the prices of administered goods and services excluding
petrol has receded to within the inflation target range and amounted to 4,3 per cent in
October 2005. With around a quarter of the administered prices basket comprising
petrol, the all-inclusive administered prices index increased by as much as 10,0 per cent
in the year to October 2005. 

The deterioration in inflation outcomes in recent months due to the surge in international
crude oil prices and in the prices of certain administered goods and services as well as
a brisk pace of increase in domestic demand conditions, necessitates continued
vigilance in the fight against inflation. Promising, however, is the more recent decline in
crude oil prices.
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Inflation in CPIX components
Percentage change over twelve months

Weights October 2005

Transport running cost....................................................... 5,7 23,6
Alcoholic beverages and tobacco...................................... 3,1 7,6
Housing services ............................................................... 13,4 6,1
Services excluding housing and transport ........................ 16,5 5,3
Other goods (not included elsewhere)................................ 17,5 2,4
Food.................................................................................. 26,9 2,9
Transport services ............................................................. 3,9 1,3
Vehicles ............................................................................. 5,7 -0,8
Furniture and equipment.................................................... 3,2 -0,9
Clothing and footwear ....................................................... 4,1 -3,5
Total CPIX ......................................................................... 100,0 4,4

Italics denote components of which year-on-year increases fell inside the inflation target range of between 3 and 
6 per cent for the latest available observation



20

Foreign trade and payments

International economic developments

In the first three quarters of 2005 the world economy continued to grow at a fairly strong
pace despite a slowdown in economic activity in some countries. The latest projections
provide for a real increase in global production of around 4.1⁄2 per cent in 2005 – which
comfortably exceeds the trend growth rate. The United States remained one of the
major contributors to the global expansion, recording annualised growth in real gross
domestic product of almost 4.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005. In the euro area the
pace of economic activity picked up notably in the third quarter of 2005, while real
growth in Japan decelerated at the same time. China, India and Russia counted among
the larger developing economies recording continued strong growth and contributing to
a rising volume of international trade.

The fairly robust performance of the world economy was reflected in strong demand for
exports and high international commodity prices. Alongside favourable financing
conditions, this rendered support to growth in most emerging economies, countering
the dampening effect of surging oil prices on business and consumer confidence. 

In the international environment, global imbalances – most notably the current-account
deficit of the United States – continued to be a cause for concern, with some of the
rebalancing scenarios unfavourable for continued global growth. Rising protectionist
tendencies could also be cited as a threat to world economic growth. Finally, the
inflationary spectre of high oil prices remained. While underlying or core inflation rates
continued to be fairly subdued in recent months, the rise in headline inflation rates clouded
global inflation expectations. This prompted many central banks to confirm their vigilance
in order to prevent indirect (or second-round) effects of the high oil prices from taking hold.

The price of Brent crude oil decreased from a peak level of around US$70 per barrel in late
August 2005 to around US$53 per barrel at the end of November. On balance, it
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nevertheless still rose considerably over the past year, while concerns regarding refinery con-
straints continued to focus further attention on energy prices. Inflationary concerns have
intensified in many countries, with monetary policy having recently been tightened in Canada,
Chile, the Czech Republic, the euro area, Hong Kong, India, Israel, New Zealand, South
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and the United States. However, the central banks of Brazil, Hungary,
Mexico, Poland, Sweden and the United Kingdom have recently lowered interest rates.

Current account 4

South Africa’s trade balance with the rest of the world recorded its sixth consecutive
quarterly deficit in the third quarter of 2005. This was also the largest recorded deficit,
and could largely be ascribed to the sustained buoyancy of real domestic expenditure,
which gave rise to a sharp increase in the value of merchandise imports. The higher level
of merchandise imports in the third quarter was only partly offset by the improved
performance of merchandise exports.

The sizeable trade deficit, together with a growing shortfall on the services and income
account, caused the ratio of the current-account deficit to gross domestic product to
increase from 3,7 per cent in the second quarter of 2005 to 4,7 per cent in the third
quarter – the highest deficit ratio since the final quarter of 1983.
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4 Unless stated otherwise,
the current-account flows
referred to in this section are all
seasonally adjusted and
annualised.

Balance of payments on current account
Seasonally adjusted and annualised
R billions

2004 2005

3rd qr 4th qr Year 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Merchandise exports ......................... 289,1 293,1 281,8 281,3 327,0 338,4
Net gold exports ................................ 25,8 30,6 28,7 24,9 25,9 26,0
Merchandise imports ......................... -317,4 -336,7 -311,8 -319,5 -357,3 -384,1
Trade balance .................................... -2,5 -13,0 -1,3 -13,3 -4,4 -19,7
Net service, income and current 
transfer payments............................... -44,8 -48,8 -46,2 -50,1 -51,1 -53,2
Balance on current account ............. -47,3 -61,8 -47,5 -63,4 -55,5 -72,9

Ratio of current-account balance to gross domestic product
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While in dollar terms international commodity prices were on average still 4 per cent
higher in the first ten months of 2005 compared with the corresponding period of
2004, they edged lower in the third quarter of 2005. Mainly owing to the modest
decline in international commodity prices, the rand prices of merchandise exports
receded by 1.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, reversing the increase recorded
in the second quarter. The modest decline in the unit price of exports coincided with
an increase of 5 per cent in the physical quantity of merchandise exports, as the
global demand for domestically produced goods picked up. Export proceeds
accordingly rose by 3.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005. Increases in the value of
exported manufactured goods outweighed the marginal decline in the value of
exported mining and agricultural products.

Within the manufacturing sector, the strongest increases in the third quarter of 2005
were recorded in the subcategories for vehicles and transport equipment, and
machinery and electrical equipment. The exports of motor vehicles rose dramatically
from the first quarter to the second and third quarters of 2005, as existing and new
vehicle export programmes gained momentum. Cumulatively, the value of vehicle
exports rose by 13.1⁄2 per cent in the first nine months of 2005 compared with the
corresponding period of the previous year.

Although the physical quantity of gold exported declined further by 2 per cent in the
third quarter of 2005, net gold export earnings increased by 1⁄2 a per cent during the
same period. The increase in the value of net gold exports resulted entirely from the
higher US dollar price of gold, which more than countered the mild appreciation of the
exchange value of the rand. The average realised rand price of gold per fine ounce
increased by almost 2.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter of 2005, having advanced sharply
by 8 per cent in the second quarter. The average fixing price of gold on the London
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market reached a 17-year peak of US$477 per fine ounce on 12 October 2005. On
average, the dollar price of gold rose from US$427 per fine ounce in the second quarter
of 2005 to US$439 per fine ounce in the third quarter and US$470 per fine ounce in
October 2005.

After increasing vigorously in the second quarter of 2005, the value of merchandise
imports rose by a further 7.1⁄2 per cent in the third quarter. The importation of more
vehicles, parts and equipment by automobile manufacturers, necessitated by rising
domestic and export sales, boosted the overall value of imported manufactured goods,
while the value of mining products imported also rose markedly from the second to the
third quarter of 2005 as crude oil prices escalated. The rise in the international price of
crude oil was partially offset by a modest increase in the nominal effective exchange rate
of the rand. On balance, the rand prices of merchandise imports rose by 2 per cent in
the third quarter of 2005. At the same time, the physical quantity of merchandise imports
increased by 5.1⁄2 per cent as the volume of imported crude oil edged higher, augmented
by a sizeable expansion in the volume of non-oil imports.

The net services, income and current transfer payments by South African residents to the
rest of the world rose from R51,1 billion in the second quarter of 2005 to R53,2 billion in
the third quarter. In particular, higher payments by residents for freight services rendered
by non-residents were registered in the third quarter of 2005. The mounting deficit was
partially countered by an increase in income receipts as more dividends were declared to
South African investors on their investments abroad.

Adversely affected by the modest decline in commodity prices, the overall price of
merchandise exports receded in the third quarter of 2005 while higher international
crude oil prices raised the rand prices of imported goods. These changes in relative
prices caused South Africa’s terms of trade to decline in the third quarter of 2005.
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Financial account

The positive sentiment towards investment in South Africa which emerged in 2002
gained momentum in 2003 and 2004, and continued unabatedly during the first three
quarters of 2005. This was especially evident in the third quarter, when an international
banking group made a significant foreign direct investment into South Africa. Strong net
inward flows of capital, amounting to R35,4 billion in the second quarter of 2005 and
R26,6 billion in the third quarter, were recorded. Cumulatively, the net inflow of capital
amounted to R78,5 billion in the first three quarters of 2005 compared with 
R84,6 billion in 2004 as a whole.

In the 2005 Medium Term Budget Policy Statement (MTBPS), the Minister of Finance
took the government’s commitment to the gradual liberalisation of exchange controls a
step further, mindful of the need for continued macroeconomic stability and sound
financial regulation when liberalising. The Minister announced that South African banks
would in future be allowed to hold foreign assets up to an amount equal to 40 per cent
of their domestic regulatory capital, as part of the shift from exchange controls to the
prudential regulation of banks’ foreign exposures. Non-African foreign assets would be
restricted to 20 per cent, while African assets could constitute up to the entire 40 per
cent. Furthermore, the foreign exposure limit on collective investment schemes was
increased from 20 per cent to 25 per cent of total retail assets, and for investment
managers from 15 per cent to 25 per cent of total retail assets.

Foreign-owned assets in South Africa

Foreign direct investment into South Africa recorded an inflow of R32,2 billion in the third
quarter of 2005 compared with an inflow of R1,4 billion in the second quarter. The
significant increase in the third quarter was mainly due to an international banking group,
based in the United Kingdom, having acquired a controlling interest in a major South
African bank, but also included the increased shareholding by a non-resident investor in
a domestic telecommunications company.

Foreign portfolio investors increased their holdings of South African equity but decreased
their holdings of South African fixed-interest securities in the third quarter of 2005. Foreign
investment in fixed-interest securities declined despite an international euro-denominated
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Net financial transactions not related to reserves
R billions

2004 2005

3rd qr 4th qr Year 1st qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Change in liabilities .............................
Direct investment…………….…...... 2,0 -3,9 5,1 1,4 1,4 32,2
Portfolio investment……………....... 3,0 22,7 44,9 7,8 25,3 7,3
Other investment……………… ....... -2,9 3,8 10,9 22,3 -2,4 1,9

Change in assets
Direct investment………………....... -0,4 1,2 -8,8 -0,6 3,2 -1,7
Portfolio investment……………....... -1,3 -3,2 -6,0 2,3 -1,5 -3,2
Other investment……………….. ..... 1,6 4,1 -2,1 -6,3 0,7 -26,4

Total financial transactions*…... ........ 21,4 27,9 84,6 16,5 35,4 26,6

* Including unrecorded transactions



bond issue by a South African telecommunications company. On balance, a net inflow of
portfolio capital amounting to R7,3 billion was recorded in the third quarter of 2005,
significantly less than the R25,3 billion recorded in the second quarter.

Other investment flows into South Africa recorded R1,9 billion in the third quarter of
2005 compared with an outflow of R2,4 billion in the second quarter. The small inflow in
the third quarter was mainly due to an increase in the rand-denominated deposits of
non-residents with South African banks, although it was partly countered by a reduction
in the other short-term liabilities of the private banking sector.

South African-owned assets abroad

Outward direct investment resulted in an outflow of R1,7 billion in the third quarter of
2005 compared with an inflow (i.e. a reduction in direct investment assets) of R3,2 billion
recorded in the second quarter. The outflow of capital in the third quarter was due to a
number of South African companies which made offshore acquisitions, mostly in Africa.
In total, South African companies reduced their foreign direct investment assets by 
R0,9 billion in the first nine months of 2005.

Portfolio investment by South African entities abroad recorded an outflow of R3,2 billion
in the third quarter of 2005, higher than the outflow of R1,5 billion registered in the
second quarter. South African institutional investors now face less onerous controls
when acquiring foreign portfolio assets.

Other outward investment from South Africa amounted to R26,4 billion in the third
quarter of 2005 compared with an inflow of R0,7 billion in the second quarter. The
change in this category was largely due to an increase in the foreign-currency assets of
the South African private banking sector in the third quarter, as it digested, among other
things, the inflow of foreign currency arising from the inward foreign direct investment
transactions referred to earlier.

International reserves and liquidity

As a result of the further sizeable net inflow of capital, which substantially outweighed
the larger deficit on the current account, South Africa’s overall balance of payments
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recorded a surplus of R4,6 billion in the third quarter of 2005, considerably less than the
increase of R18,6 billion recorded in the second quarter. The net international reserves
rose by a total of R27,7 billion in the first three quarters of 2005, slightly more than the
build-up of R23,5 billion in the corresponding period of the preceding year. 

Measured in US dollars, the value of the gross gold and other foreign reserves of the
Bank increased from US$18,7 billion at the end of June 2005 to US$19,5 billion at the
end of September 2005 and marginally further to US$19,7 billion at the end of October.
The gold holdings, which had constituted about 9,6 per cent of foreign reserves at the
end of May 2005, remained broadly unchanged at the end of October. At the end of
September 2005, the gross international reserves of the Bank were equal to the value
of imports of goods and services for a period of 12.1⁄2 weeks. 
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The international liquidity position improved from US$15,2 billion at the end of June 2005
to US$16,1 billion at the end of September, edging higher to US$16,2 billion at the end
of October.

Foreign debt

South Africa’s total outstanding foreign debt, which had risen in the first quarter of 2005,
contracted by US$0,4 billion to a level of US$46,1 billion at the end of June 2005. This
decrease can be attributed to a decline in foreign-currency denominated debt. The
decline in the country’s foreign-currency denominated debt in the second quarter of 2005
was mainly due to the redemption of a €500 million bearer bond by a public corporation.
This outflow of capital was, however, partly offset by international issues of private-sector
bonds over the same period. The dollar equivalent of rand-denominated debt increased
marginally as the increase in domestic bond holdings by non-residents outweighed the
reduction in non-residents’ rand-denominated deposits with South African banks.

Owing to the depreciation of the rand against the dollar in the second quarter of 2005,
the rand value of total external debt rose by 6,1 per cent from R290 billion at the end of
March to R308 billion at the end of June 2005. 

Exchange rates

The nominal effective exchange rate of the rand, on balance, moved downwards to a
low point on 2 June 2005 – more than 12 per cent down from its relatively high base
level at the end of 2004. Over the subsequent four months to the end of September
2005 the nominal effective exchange rate trended upwards, and, on balance,
strengthened by almost 10 per cent. Factors contributing to this renewed strengthening
of the rand included the sizeable inflow of direct investment capital, strong non-resident
investor interest in South African shares as share prices rose briskly, and an upgrade in
South Africa’s sovereign debt rating from BBB to BBB+ by both Standard and Poor’s
and Fitch Ratings.

In October and November 2005 the nominal effective exchange rate of the rand, on
balance, increased marginally by 0,1 per cent. As shown in the accompanying graph,
the rand depreciated considerably more against the US dollar than against the other
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Foreign debt of South Africa
US$ billions at end of period

Period 2003 2004 2005

1st qr 2nd qr

Foreign-currency denominated debt... 27,3 27,9 28,8 28,3
Bearer bonds........................................ 9,6 9,7 9,4 9,1
Public sector ........................................ 4,9 4,9 4,6 4,5
Monetary sector* .................................. 5,9 7,0 8,1 8,1
Non-monetary private sector ................ 6,9 6,3 6,7 6,6
Rand-denominated debt ..................... 10,8 15,4 17,7 17,8
Bonds................................................... 4,2 5,5 6,1 7,3
Other .................................................... 6,6 9,9 11,6 10,5
Total foreign debt................................. 38,1 43,3 46,5 46,1

* Including the monetary authorities and the private banking sector
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major currencies in the course of the first eleven months of 2005; against the dollar the
rand depreciated by 13 per cent. This depreciation was largely a reflection of the
strength displayed by the US dollar against virtually all currencies, as interest rates in the
United States rose steadily and investor sentiment shifted in favour of American assets.

The real effective exchange rate of the rand declined by 3,4 per cent from December
2004, when it was relatively strong, to September 2005. Indicating changes in the
international competitiveness of the South African manufacturing industry, the real
effective exchange rate has in fact moved sideways since August 2004 with little
variability, apart from outliers in December 2004 and June 2005.

The average daily net turnover in the domestic market for foreign exchange inched
lower to an average of US$13,7 billion in the second quarter of 2005, increasing
marginally to US$13,8 billion in the third quarter. The value of transactions in which
non-residents participated increased from US$10,0 billion to US$10,2 billion per day
over the same period.
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Monetary developments, interest rates and financial markets

Money supply 5

Robust domestic economic activity, higher inflation, the absorption of funds arising from
foreign direct investment transactions, and continued increases in asset values
supported by strong business and consumer confidence were reflected in strong growth
in the broadly defined money supply (M3) during the third quarter of 2005. 

Annualised quarter-to-quarter growth in M3 accelerated from 21,0 per cent in the
second quarter of 2005 to 29,3 per cent in third quarter. However, M3 growth measured
over twelve-month periods decelerated from a recent high of 19,9 per cent in July 2005
to 19,0 per cent in August and to 16,4 per cent in October. An exceptionally strong
increase in M3 deposits was recorded in July when residents deposited in bank
accounts the funds received from a non-resident institution in payment for their
shareholding in a South African bank. Conversely, in September brisk increases in
government deposits on account of continued strong tax revenue collection dampened
growth in M3 deposits with banks. 

Growth in the narrower monetary aggregates broadly resembled the buoyancy of M3 in
the second and third quarters of 2005, as shown in the table on the following page. 

Analysed by maturity, the increase in M3 deposits in the third quarter of 2005 was mainly
in deposits with maturities of less than 32 days, signalling strong liquidity preference.
Both household and corporate sector M3 deposits increased during the third quarter of
2005. The corporate sector’s deposit holding accounted for 80 per cent of the overall
increase, and that of the household sector for the remaining 20 per cent. Within the
corporate sector, financial institutions were responsible for the bulk of the increase in M3.
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Annualised quarter-to-quarter growth in M3 exceeded growth in nominal gross domestic
product by 11,8 percentage points in the third quarter of 2005. The income velocity of
circulation of M3 accordingly declined from 1,53 in the second quarter of 2005 to 1,49
in the third quarter – the lowest value ever recorded.

The statistical counterparts to the changes in M3 are shown in the accompanying table,
indicating that the increase in M3 during the third quarter of 2005 could be statistically
explained by increases in claims on the private sector and net foreign assets. These
increases were counteracted to some extent by the decline in net other assets.

The increase in net foreign assets of the monetary sector during the second and third
quarter of 2005 was a reflection of an increase in the foreign assets of both the Bank
and the private banks. The increase in the Bank’s foreign assets arose from ordinary
market operations as well as foreign exchange purchases arising from a large foreign
direct investment transaction.

Credit extension

Favourable lending and borrowing conditions, strong business and consumer
confidence, and positive wealth effects associated with sustained increases in real-estate
prices continued to support growth in bank credit extension to the private sector during
the first ten months of 2005. However, the securitisation by one of the reporting banks of
assets in its instalment sale and leasing book to the value of R3,0 billion in September
2005, and in its residential mortgage advances book to the value of R4,5 billion in
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Growth from quarter to quarter in monetary aggregates
Per cent at seasonally adjusted annualised rates

2005

2nd qr 3rd qr

M1A ............................................................................ 36,7 26,8
M1 .............................................................................. 32,3 36,9
M2 .............................................................................. 21,0 29,8
M3 .............................................................................. 21,0 29,3

Counterparts of change in M3
R billions

2005

2nd qr 3rd qr

Net foreign assets...................................................................... 14,2 34,8
Net claims on the government sector ...................................... -4,0 -9,9

Gross claims........................................................................ 8,6 2,0
Government deposits (decrease +; increase -) .................... -12,6 -11,9

Claims on the private sector ...................................................... 45,8 61,0
Investments and bills discounted......................................... 1,8 15,1
Total loans and advances .................................................... 44,0 46,0

Net other assets ........................................................................ -2,8 -38,5
Total change in M3 ................................................................... 53,2 47,4



October 2005, resulted in a technical slowdown in growth in the respective credit
categories. (The impact of securitisation transactions on the credit aggregates is
explored further in a note published elsewhere in this Quarterly Bulletin.)

The quarter-to-quarter seasonally adjusted growth in the total loans and advances by
banks to the private sector decelerated from 23,2 per cent in the second quarter of 2005
to a still high rate of 18,2 per cent in the third quarter. Measured over twelve months,
growth in the total loans and advances by banks decelerated from 23,5 per cent in July
2005 to 20,5 per cent in October as the household debt-to-income ratio reached new
highs. Non-performing loans remained at low levels.

The brisk growth in total loans and advances continued to receive its strongest impetus
from mortgage advances, which accounted for three quarters of the overall increase in
total loans and advances in the third quarter of 2005.

Twelve-month growth in mortgage advances has remained above 24 per cent since
December 2004, and reached 28,0 per cent in October 2005. The increase in
mortgage advances emanated mainly from the strong demand for housing loans by
individuals, consistent with buoyant activity and rising prices in the real-estate market,
which supported and was at the same time supported by favourable lending and
borrowing conditions.

Growth over twelve months in instalment sale credit and leasing finance, which is
directed at financing expenditure on motor vehicles and other durable goods,
decelerated from 21,0 per cent in July 2005 to 19,0 per cent in September on account
of the securitisation transaction mentioned earlier, and 18,4 per cent in October.
Nevertheless, growth in instalment sale credit and leasing finance remained strong,
supported by rising income, the lower level of interest rates and attractive vehicle-finance
packages offered by banks.
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Contributions to quarterly changes in asset-backed credit

R billions
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Credit aggregates

Quarterly Percentage contribution
Component changes to change in total loans

R billions and advances

2005 2005

2nd qr 3rd qr 2nd qr 3rd qr

Asset-backed credit ............................................ 37,0 40,8 84,1 88,9
Instalment sale credit and leasing finance...... 7,9 6,3 18,0 13,7
Mortgage advances....................................... 29,1 34,5 66,1 75,2

Housing loans – Individuals ................... 19,2 25,3 43,6 55,1
– Companies ................. 1,8 4,2 4,1 9,2

Other mortgage advances* ................... 8,1 5,0 18,4 10,9
Other loans and advances .................................. 7,0 5,1 15,9 11,1
Total loans and advances .................................. 44,0 45,9 100,0 100,0

* Other is the summation of farm mortgages, commercial and other mortgage advances



Twelve-month growth in other loans and advances decelerated from 19,3 per cent in
July 2005 to 14,2 per cent in August and to 12,3 per cent in October. This slowdown
partly reflected the corporate sector’s increased use of non-bank sources of funding
such as the issuance of corporate bonds and commercial paper.

The household sector accounted for a significant increase in total outstanding bank
loans and advances during the third quarter of 2005. This sector’s use of credit rose by
R35,6 billion, whereas the corporate sector’s use increased by only R10,3 billion. 

Interest rates and yields

Following a 50-basis-point reduction in the repurchase rate on 14 April 2005, the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Bank left the repurchase rate unchanged at 
7 per cent at successive meetings until October 2005. The October MPC statement
discussing the developments underlying the decision at that time is reproduced in full
elsewhere in this Bulletin.

With the repurchase rate unchanged at 7 per cent, the private-sector banks have kept
their prime overdraft rate and predominant rate on mortgage loans unchanged at 10.1⁄2
per cent since April 2005.

The South African Overnight Interbank Average (SAONIA) rate fluctuated around a
broadly horizontal trend, recording an average level of 6,54 per cent during the period
from the beginning of July to the end of November 2005, compared with an average
level of 6,60 per cent from April to June 2005. The rate amounted to 6,66 per cent on 
30 November 2005. 

Movements in other money-market interest rates remained fairly muted during the period
under review. The three-month Johannesburg Interbank Agreed Rate (Jibar), for instance,
increased by 30 basis points from 6,95 per cent to 7,25 per cent between 1 July 2005
and 22 November 2005. The Jibar amounted to 7,16 per cent on 30 November 2005. 

The tender rate on 91-day Treasury bills also exhibited little variation, declining by 4 basis
points from the end of June 2005 to the end of August 2005, following the National
Treasury’s reduction of the Treasury bill amount on offer by R0,5 billion to R2,2 billion on
5 August 2005. The rate then retraced and increased to 6,79 per cent by the end of
September 2005 and further to 6,89 per cent on 25 November 2005. A similar trend was
observed for the181-day and 273-day Treasury bill tender rates.

Expectations of future interest rate reductions waned from mid-August 2005, as
suggested by the rates on forward rate agreements (FRAs) shown in the graph on the
following page. During September the rates on FRAs rose above the Jibar as inflation and
inflation expectations deteriorated. By 17 October 2005, the rate on 6x9-month FRAs
stood at 43 basis points above the three-month Jibar, signalling strong expectations of
monetary policy tightening. These expectations softened considerably towards late
November as the market received an improvement in the outlook for inflation.

Following a reduction of 20 basis points in May 2005, the predominant rate on twelve-
month fixed deposits of the private-sector banks remained unchanged at 6,2 per cent
to October, before increasing to 6,5 per cent in November.
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The interest rates on government retail bonds were maintained at their respective levels
from February 2005 to November due to the relatively flat trajectory of yields on
conventional bonds. The prevailing interest rates on the 2-year, 3-year and 5-year bonds
are priced off the yield curve and are changed by the National Treasury when the yields
on equivalent traded government bonds move either negatively or positively by more than
50 basis points. Since inception in May 2004 the rates on these bonds were lowered by
100 basis points in September 2004 and by 75 basis points in January 2005. 

The daily average yield on the long-term R157 government bond (maturing in 2015)
recorded a recent high of 8,77 per cent on 5 April 2005, but declined after the lowering
of the repurchase rate on 14 April. The long-term bond yield declined to a low of 
7,72 per cent on 5 August alongside subdued consumer and production price
inflation; the announcement of a sovereign credit rating upgrade for South Africa by two
rating agencies in August; and the appreciation of the exchange value of the rand from
July 2005.

Bond yields again rose substantially from late August 2005 as crude oil prices surged
and worse-than-expected data on domestic inflation, money supply and credit
extension were released. Bond yields continued to trend higher during September and
reached a high of 8,24 per cent on 25 October as the high price of oil persisted and
the exchange value of the rand weakened. At the same time the strength of the equity
market served to reduce the attractiveness of investment in bonds. The upward bias in
domestic bond yields coincided with an upward movement in international bond yields.
Bond yields in the major international markets generally started to increase from early
September 2005, alongside growing concerns of the impact of high oil prices on global
inflation. The yield on the R157 bond again declined from the end of October following
projections of lower-than-previously-anticipated government bond supply in the coming
fiscal years, announced in October in the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement
(MTBPS), and the release of lower-than-expected inflation data for September and
October. On 30 November the bond yield came to 7,76 per cent.
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The real yield on long-term government bonds (adjusted for inflation using historical
year-on-year increases in CPIX) declined from a recent high of 5,8 per cent in August
2004 to 3,9 per cent in December and then remained relatively steady at levels of around
4,5 per cent in the first six months of 2005. The real yield declined to 3,0 per cent in
August due to moderately higher inflation and rather flat bond yields before increasing to
3,6 per cent in October.

From a recent low on 4 August 2005 the level of the yield curve drifted higher and
steepened at the short end following the unchanged monetary policy stance at the
August and October MPC meetings. The level of the yield curve rose as expectations of
further interest rate cuts faded amid heightened volatility in global oil prices and a
weakening in the inflation outlook. The worsening of the inflation outlook was reflected
by the widening of the yield gap between the extreme long and short ends of the curve,
which increased to 89 basis points on 24 October, from 23 basis points on 4 August
2005. Subsequently, a moderation of inflation fears resulted in a narrowing of the yield
gap to 26 basis points at the end of November.

A general rising trend in the yields on conventional bonds and a progressive decline in
the real yield on inflation-linked government bonds resulted in an upward trajectory in the
break-even inflation rate during 2005. Yields on inflation-linked bonds recorded
pronounced declines from May 2005, along with concerns regarding a pick-up in
inflation. The daily average yield on the R189 bond, for example, reached 2,64 per cent
at the end of November 2005 – a substantial decline from 3,74 per cent recorded at the
end of December 2004. Accordingly, the break-even inflation rate in the five-to-eight-
year maturity range increased from an all-time low of 3,7 per cent on 28 February 2005
to a recent high of 5,1 per cent on 13 October before declining to 4,8 per cent at the
end of November. 

The sovereign risk premium on South Africa’s foreign-currency denominated bonds shrank
considerably from May 2004 to October 2005. The yield differential on the ten-year 
US dollar-denominated government bond, issued at the end of May 2004, more than
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halved as it declined from an original differential of 195 basis points above United States
federal government securities of similar maturity, to an average differential of 81 basis
points in September 2005 and 85 basis points in October. This followed an improvement
in South Africa’s international credit ratings announced by various agencies in October
2004 and again in January and August 2005. The decline coincided with a decline to
record low levels of the yield spreads of emerging markets’ sovereign debt over
benchmark United States Treasury Bonds (measured by the JP Morgan Emerging Markets
Bond Index or EMBI+). Various emerging-market countries benefited from improvements
in global growth and better country credit ratings by international rating agencies.
Emerging-market yield spreads widened moderately in October and November 2005.

The currency risk premium on South African government bonds (measured as the
differential between South African government bond yields on rand-denominated debt
in the ten-to-twelve year maturity range issued in the domestic market and dollar-
denominated debt issued in the US market) widened from a recent low of 205 basis
points in February 2005 to 280 basis points in August due to rising bond yields in the
domestic market. Since then the risk premium has narrowed to 220 basis points in
November due to a rise in yields on foreign-issued South African bonds and a decline in
bond yields in the domestic market.

Money market

From July to November 2005, the amount of liquidity provided at the weekly main refinancing
auction fluctuated between R10,6 billion and R13,3 billion. At the end of November the
amount of liquidity provided rose to R12,3 billion, its increase not fully reflecting the seasonally
higher level of notes in circulation. Standing facilities and cash reserve accounts continued to
be utilised in order to square off the banks’ end-of-day positions.

The main factors impacting on money-market liquidity from July to November 2005 are
summarised in the accompanying table.

Gradual foreign exchange purchases from the market raised the Bank’s foreign
exchange reserves by US$0,6 billion from the end of September to the end of November
2005. These transactions expanded money-market liquidity by R4,4 billion.

The total amount of liquidity absorbed from the money market through the use of interest-
bearing liquidity-draining instruments declined from R17,7 billion at the end of the second
quarter of 2005 to R13,8 billion at the end of the third quarter and R8,8 billion at the end
of November 2005, as reflected in the table on the following page. The use of both SARB
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Money-market liquidity flows
R billions (easing +, tightening -)

Jul – Sep Oct – Nov
2005 2005

Notes and coin in circulation ......................................................... -1,4 -3,5
Required cash reserve deposits .................................................... -0,5 -0,3
Money-market effect of Bank’s foreign exchange 
transactions .................................................................................. 4,2 3,3
Government deposits.................................................................... -2,6 -2,1
Use of liquidity management instruments*..................................... 3,9 5,0
Government redemption and interest payments to Bank .............. -0,4 0,0
Other items net ............................................................................. 2,8 -3,1
Banks’ liquidity requirement (decrease +; increase -) ................. 0,4 -0,7

* South African Reserve Bank debentures and reverse repurchase transactions



debentures and long-term reverse repurchase transactions was curtailed, with the latter
action resulting in an increase in the amount of unutilised government securities in the
monetary policy portfolio of the Bank.

One of the factors which allowed the Bank to reduce its use of liquidity-draining
instruments was the increase in the stock of notes and coin in circulation outside the
Bank. On balance, notes and coin in circulation tightened liquidity in the money market
by R1,4 billion in the third quarter of 2005 and by an additional R3,5 billion in October and
November.
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Outstanding balances of selected money-market intervention instruments
R billions

End of South African Reverse repurchase Total
Reserve Bank agreements instruments

debentures outstanding

2004: Dec .............................................. 11,9 7,6 19,5
2005: Jan............................................... 13,2 11,2 24,4

Feb .............................................. 12,5 7,0 19,5
Mar .............................................. 13,0 7,2 20,2
Apr............................................... 12,9 7,1 20,0
May.............................................. 11,2 6,6 17,8
Jun .............................................. 11,1 6,6 17,7
Jul................................................ 10,2 7,2 17,4
Aug.............................................. 8,2 6,3 14,5
Sep.............................................. 8,2 5,6 13,8
Oct............................................... 5,9 5,6 11,5
Nov .............................................. 5,9 2,9 8,8

Currency in circulation and main repurchase accommodation
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By the end of August 2005, a total of R12 billion in coupon interest payments on
government bonds were made, including an amount of R0,4 billion on government bonds
held in the Bank’s monetary policy portfolio. During September a further payment of R4
billion in interest on government bonds was made. Government deposits in the tax-and-
loan accounts with the private-sector banks, while fluctuating considerably, generally
remained at high levels in 2005 to date, and came to R32,5 billion at the end of November
2005. At that time a further R21,5 billion was held on deposit with the SARB.

Bond market

After amounting to R40,8 billion in fiscal 2004/05 as a whole, total net issues of fixed-interest
securities by public-sector borrowers in the domestic primary bond market came to R18,2
billion and R12,8 billion in the second and third quarters of 2005, respectively. The National
Treasury in addition raised R0,3 billion through the government retail bonds from April 2005
to October, somewhat less than the R0,9 billion raised in the corresponding period of fiscal
2004/05. In the October 2005 MTBPS it was indicated that government’s domestic bond
issuance programme would remain mostly unchanged for the remainder of fiscal 2005/06.
The net issuance of government bonds in fiscal 2007/08 was expected to be more than
R30 billion less than previously estimated due to revenue outperforming budget
expectations, and is projected to be some R26 billion less in 2008/09.

With revenue exceeding the budgetary provisions, this helped the National Treasury to cut
back on its net issuance of foreign-currency denominated debt to below the originally
budgeted amount for fiscal 2005/06. Private-sector borrowers raised R8,9 billion through
their first entries into the high-yield international bond market in June and July 2005, but
refrained from any further foreign issues up to October. 

As from 1 November 2005 the National Treasury embarked on a programme to split the
three-legged R194 bond into three separate bullet bonds, similar to that previously offered
on the R150 bond. The new bonds will consist of the R007 bond (maturing on 
28 February 2007), the R195 bond (maturing on 28 February 2008) and the R196 bond

Quarterly Bulletin  December 2005

South African Reserve Bank

Central government deposits

R billions

J M M J S N J M M J S N

2004 2005

 Deposit accounts with the SARB
 Tax-and-loan accounts (with private-sector banks)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60



(maturing on 28 February 2009). As in the original bond the coupon rate on all three bonds
will be 10 per cent. The split facility offered on the R194 bond will be an optional choice
available to investors and will remain available until 28 February 2007, which is the first
maturity date. From the beginning of October 2005 the National Treasury changed the
auction system for new issues of inflation-linked government bonds from a multiple-price
to a single-price system – the same as the system used for nominal-yield bonds.

The outstanding nominal value of private-sector loan stock listed on the Bond Exchange
of South Africa (BESA) increased by R29,3 billion from R77,7 billion in December 2004 to
R107,0 billion in October 2005. Such listings increased by an all-time quarterly high of
R12,0 billion in the third quarter of 2005 and by a further R10,6 billion in October. Bond
issues in October included, among other things, an issue of asset-backed notes secured
by the home loans of a bank and an issue of subordinated unsecured secondary capital
callable bonds by a major insurance company to enhance its regulatory capital ratios and
diversify its funding sources in an environment of low interest rates.

The financing needs of the private sector were furthermore supplemented by the
issuance of short-term commercial paper. The value of commercial paper listed on
BESA increased by R9,5 billion in the first ten months of 2005 to reach R25,2 billion in
October. From its inception in April 2005 up to October, the electronic settlement of non-
listed commercial paper on BESA comprised 312 trades to the value of R6,0 billion.

In the international bond markets non-resident issuer interest in rand-denominated bonds
rebounded. New issues exceeded redemptions by R5,8 billion in the first ten months of
2005 and exceeded the net issuance of R3,1 billion recorded in the whole of 2004. More
than half of the 51 issues in the first ten months of 2005 were made by the European
Investment Bank (EIB) and Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau (KFW). Several new issuers
also entered the market.

The issuance of rand-denominated bonds by foreign borrowers in the Japanese Uridashi
market also continued to grow during 2005. An Uridashi bond is a foreign-currency
bond sold by a non-Japanese issuer to Japanese retail investors and generally offers a
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Issuance of rand-denominated bonds in the Uridashi market by
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yield that is more attractive than the yields offered on similar bonds issued in Japanese
yen. Rand-denominated bonds were first issued in the Uridashi market in July 2004 and
total issues for that year amounted to R2,5 billion. In the first ten months of 2005 the
nominal value of rand-denominated bonds issued by non-residents in the Uridashi
market amounted to R7,5 billion, with the World Bank being the most prominent issuer.

Trading activity in the domestic secondary bond market continued at a steady pace in
2005. Turnover on BESA of R9,2 trillion in the first eleven months of 2005 was around
3 per cent higher than in the corresponding period of 2004, and benefited from the
lowering of the repurchase rate in April 2005 and somewhat higher levels of non-resident
activity. Non-resident participation in trading on BESA, measured as the sum of their
purchases and sales as a percentage of total purchases and sales of bonds, averaged
around 16 per cent in the first eleven months of 2005, compared with an average of 13
per cent in 2004 and 11 per cent in 2003.

Non-residents increased their holdings of South African debt securities by R12,0 billion
in the second quarter of 2005 but recorded substantial net sales of R10,6 billion in the
third quarter of the year. On a cumulative basis, non-residents’ net sales of bonds
amounted to R9,4 billion in the eleven months to November 2005. In 2004 non-
residents recorded net purchases of bonds to the value of R0,4 billion.

Share market

The total value of equity capital raised in the domestic and international primary share
markets by companies listed on the JSE Limited (JSE) declined sharply from R28,7
billion in the second quarter of 2004 to only R2,6 billion in the second quarter of 2005,
before increasing to R10,9 billion in the third quarter. Equity financing rebounded to a
record high of R47,1 billion in October when a dual-listed brewery company acquired
complementary international assets. This brought the total amount raised thus far in
2005 to R68,8 billion, exceeding by a substantial margin the amount of R42,1 billion
raised in the whole of 2004.

Trading activity in the secondary share market remained lively in the first eleven months
of 2005. Buoyed by the continued upward trajectory of share prices, turnover on the
JSE reached a record high of R351 billion in the third quarter of 2005. For the eleven
months to October, turnover amounted to R1,2 trillion, exceeding trade in the
corresponding period of 2004 by 24 per cent. The market capitalisation of the JSE
reached record levels in 2005. After declining by 7 per cent from February 2005 to April
the market capitalisation of all listed shares increased by 32 per cent to an all-time high
in November. 

AltX, the alternative exchange of the JSE, concluded its second year of existence in October
2005. From a recent low in April 2005 the market capitalisation of the 16 companies listed
on AltX recorded a three-fold increase to R2,5 billion by the end of September 2005, before
declining to R2,3 billion in November. 

Non-residents maintained their interest in the South African share market in 2005. Net
purchases of shares rose from R9,2 billion in the first quarter of 2005 to amounts
exceeding R13 billion in both the second and third quarters. From the beginning of 2005
to the end of November, non-residents’ cumulative net purchases in the secondary
share market amounted to R48,4 billion.
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The JSE, in conjunction with a bank, listed two new exchange traded funds (ETFs) on
10 October 2005, which passively track movements in international indices. The two
ETFs are listed under the name Itrix on the main board of the JSE and are regarded as
collective investment schemes in foreign securities. The ETFs enable South African
individuals to invest in baskets of international equities on the JSE without exchange
control restrictions, although investment by institutional investors remains subject to
exchange controls based on their offshore investment limits. The Itrix FTSE 100 tracks
the 100 largest shares in terms of market capitalisation listed on the London Stock
Exchange, while the Itrix Dow Jones Euro Stoxx 50 tracks the 50 most liquid blue-chip
shares from countries within the euro zone.

Supported by firm domestic growth, low interest rates, higher commodity prices and
general optimism in the global equity markets, the daily closing level of the all-share
price index increased by 35 per cent from 28 April 2005 to a recent high on 30
September. The rebound was led by an increase of 51 per cent in the prices of
resources shares while the industrial index increased by 32 per cent and the financial
index by 20 per cent over the same period. The daily all-share index subsequently
decreased by 8 per cent to 19 October alongside weaker international equity markets
and concerns regarding the high price of oil and its impact on global growth and
inflation. From 19 October the all-share index rebounded by 12 per cent to a new all-
time high on 18 November. The recovery was prompted by improvements in global
equity markets associated with lower oil prices, and by positive economic and corporate
news which served to reduce inflation concerns. From 18 November to the end of the
month the all-share index fell by 4 per cent alongside weaker global equity markets, a
strong rand and a decline in commodity prices.

Emerging markets globally have experienced bull market conditions since April 2003
and the movements displayed by South African share prices continued to match
developments in these markets. The Morgan Stanley Capital International (MSCI)
Emerging Markets Index, which measures the equity market performance in the
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global emerging markets, increased by 26 per cent from a recent low on 
18 April 2005 and reached a high on 4 October. South African share prices,
expressed in dollar terms, recorded an increase of similar magnitude over the same
period. After falling back from a recent high on 9 March 2005 while the rand
generally depreciated, the dollar index of South African share prices rebounded from
mid-July to reach a peak on 30 September. Since then both the MSCI Index and the
South African all-share index had fallen back to mid-October, before recovering
during November. From 19 October to the end of November the MSCI Index
improved by 11 per cent, slightly exceeding the increase of 10 per cent in the
equivalent South Africa all-share dollar index over the same period. 

The dividend yield on all classes of shares remained relatively steady around an average
of 2,7 per cent in the first eleven months of 2005, despite the rise in share prices. 

The earnings yield on all classes of shares increased from 6,6 per cent in January 2005
to 7,3 per cent in May, before declining to 6,8 per cent in November. Conversely, the
price-earnings ratio of all classes of shares increased to 14,8 in November 2005, from
a recent low of 13,7 in May 2005.

Market for derivatives

Trading activity on the Financial Derivatives Division of the JSE continued its upward
trend in the first ten months of 2005, boosted by the buoyancy in the underlying share
market. The total number of futures and options on futures contracts traded exceeded
10 million contracts in the fourth quarter of 2004 and increased further to reach
consecutive record highs of 11,7 million contracts in the second quarter of 2005 and
13,4 million contracts in the third quarter. Consequently, the cumulative number of
contracts traded in the first ten months of 2005 exceeded trade in the corresponding
period of 2004 by 32 per cent. 

Trade in warrants also benefited from the buoyant share-market conditions. The number
of warrants traded on the JSE more than doubled from 1,3 billion contracts in the third
quarter of 2004 to 3,1 billion contracts in the third quarter of 2005. The cumulative
number of trades in the first ten months of 2005 was 77 per cent more than in the
corresponding period of 2004. The marked improvement in trade volumes fuelled an
increase in new listings during 2005. The number of warrants listed on the JSE stood at
443 in October 2005, from a recent low of 297 in January 2004.

Turnover on Yield-X, the interest rate derivative market of the JSE which commenced
trading on 28 February 2005, amounted to R9,4 billion up to the end of October. During
the period a total of 219 deals representing 13 065 contracts were concluded.

The number of commodity futures contracts and options on such contracts traded on
the Agricultural Products Division of the JSE fluctuated somewhat during 2005. Trade
declined from 488 000 contracts in the fourth quarter of 2004 to 355 000 contracts in
the second quarter of 2005 when an expected bumper crop resulted in sharply lower
maize prices. An improvement in maize prices from a monthly average of R533 per ton
in March 2005 to R836 per ton in October resulted in trade improving to 421 000
contracts in the third quarter of 2005. The number of commodity derivative contracts
traded from January 2005 to October was nonetheless 10 per cent lower than in the
corresponding period of 2004. 
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Real-estate market

Real-estate prices continued rising apace but slowed down in 2005. The year-on-year
rate of increase in residential property prices, as measured by Absa, for middle-segment
houses of between 80m2 and 400m2, priced up to R2,2 million, slowed down from 
35,5 per cent in September 2004 to 15,8 per cent in October 2005. The prices of luxury
houses, priced between R2,2 million and R8,2 million, recorded an even more
pronounced slowdown in growth, decelerating from 22,9 per cent in the second quarter
of 2004 to only 4,9 per cent in the third quarter of 2005. In real terms, the twelve-month
rate of growth in house prices in the middle segment declined from a high of 33,7 per
cent in September 2004 to 12,7 per cent in September 2005. Progressively higher
monthly repayments on new mortgage bonds due to rising house prices may partly
explain the slowdown in growth in property prices.

Turnover in the real-estate market continued at a brisk pace in 2005. The overall
seasonally adjusted value of turnover, measured by transfer duty collected by the tax
authorities, increased by 54 per cent in 2004 and by 28 per cent in the first ten months
of 2005 when compared to the same period of 2004. 

Declining mortgage rates from 2003, together with the brisk growth in property prices,
contributed to heightened construction activity in the residential property market. The
seasonally adjusted value of residential buildings completed increased by 39 per cent
from R12,2 billion in 2003 to R17,2 billion in 2004. In the first nine months of 2005 the
value of buildings completed amounted to R17,1 billion, an increase of 47 per cent when
compared to the same period of 2004.
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Non-bank financial intermediaries

In the MTBPS of October 2005 further steps in the liberalisation of exchange controls were
announced. Banks are to be allowed to hold non-African foreign assets of up to 20 per
cent of their domestic regulatory capital, and African foreign assets of up to 40 per cent.
The foreign exposure limit on collective investment schemes (such as unit trusts) was
increased from 20 per cent to 25 per cent of total retail assets, while for investment
managers the corresponding limit was raised from 15 per cent to 25 per cent of total
retail assets.

The unit trust industry experienced rapid growth in recent years while directing its
investments mainly towards the domestic market. The market value of the net assets of
the unit trust industry increased from R241 billion in the first quarter of 2004 to 
R386 billion in the third quarter of 2005, representing an increase of 60 per cent. By
contrast, the market value of the net assets of worldwide, foreign and regional unit trusts
– a subcomponent of the industry with a focus on international markets – decreased
from R20 billion in the first quarter of 2004 to R19 billion in the second quarter of 2004,
before edging higher to R21 billion in the third quarter of 2005. The continued relative
strength of the exchange value of the rand, robust domestic growth and excellent
returns on domestic investments, contributed to subdued interest and growth in
offshore investments.
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Public finance

Non-financial public-sector borrowing requirement

The borrowing requirement of the non-financial public sector (calculated as the cash
shortfall of the consolidated central government, provincial governments, local
governments and non-financial public enterprises and corporations) turned around from a
cash deficit of R12,3 billion in the July-September quarter of 2004, to a cash surplus of
R0,8 billion in the July-September quarter of 2005. This reversal can be attributed to
improved revenue collection and restrained expenditure at almost all levels of government.

The cash surplus of the non-financial public sector for the first six months of fiscal
2005/06 amounted to R9,6 billion compared with a cash deficit of R21,6 billion in the
corresponding period of the previous fiscal year. As a ratio of gross domestic product,
the surplus for the first six months of fiscal 2005/06 amounted to 1,3 per cent,
compared with the deficit of 3,1 per cent recorded in the corresponding period of the
previous fiscal year.

The cash surplus of the non-financial public enterprises and corporations increased
substantially from R3,8 billion in the first six months of fiscal 2004/05 to R11,7 billion in
the same period of the current fiscal year. Over the same period, net investment in non-
financial assets by the major non-financial public enterprises remained virtually
unchanged.

The fiscal performance of national government continued to be characterised by strong
growth in tax revenue, with cash receipts from operating activities increasing by 21,3 per
cent in the first six months of the current fiscal year when compared to the same period of
the previous fiscal year. During the period under review, cash payments for operating
activities increased by only 9,9 per cent. The national government net cash flow from
operating activities, together with the net investment in non-financial assets, resulted in a
cash deficit to the amount of R15,2 billion in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06 compared
to a cash deficit of R31,0 billion recorded in the same period of the previous fiscal year.

Provincial governments recorded a cash surplus of R0,3 billion in the July-September
quarter of 2005, bringing the provincial cash surplus for the first six months of fiscal
2005/06 to R12,0 billion – R3,2 billion more than the surplus recorded in the same
period of the previous fiscal year. The recently released Provincial Budgets and
Expenditure Review 2001/02 – 2007/08 estimated a surplus of R1,4 billion for fiscal
2005/06 as a whole. The main source of provincial governments’ cash receipts
remained grants received from national government.

Regarding the bank balances of provincial governments, their deposits with the private-
sector banks declined from R12,7 billion at the end of March 2005 to R9,6 billion at the
end of September 2005. Their overall indebtedness to banks also declined from R3,9
billion to R1,3 billion between these dates. However, their deposits with the Corporation
for Public Deposits (CPD) strengthened significantly from virtually nil to R9,3 billion over
the same period.

Preliminary data of extra-budgetary institutions indicated a cash deficit of R1,1 billion in
the first six months of fiscal 2005/06 compared with a cash surplus of R2,5 billion during
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the same period of the previous fiscal year. The cash surplus of the social security funds
decreased to R2,2 billion in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06, compared to a cash
surplus of R3,0 billion during the same period in fiscal 2004/05.

At the level of consolidated general government, a cash deficit of R2,1 billion was
recorded in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06, compared with a cash deficit of 
R25,4 billion in the same period of the previous fiscal year. This significant decrease was
essentially due to the revenue overrun as well as the subdued pace of cash payments
for operating activities at the national and local government level.

Budget comparable analysis of national government finance

Expenditure by national government in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06 was well
contained and amounted to R204 billion, representing a year-on-year rate of increase of
12,6 per cent. This rate of increase was moderately higher than the average year-on-year
rate of increase of 10,5 per cent recorded in the same period during the five fiscal years prior
to 2005/06. The Budget Review 2005 projected that national government expenditure
would increase by 13,4 per cent to amount to R418 billion for the full fiscal year.

The equitable share of nationally-raised revenue transferred to provincial governments
decreased considerably in the period April to September 2005 compared with the same
period of 2004, due to the transfer of social grant pay-outs from the provincial
governments to the national government. This also resulted in a strong rate of increase
in national government expenditure on transfers and subsidies. 

Payments for capital assets amounted to R1,8 billion in the first six months of fiscal
2005/06, or 4,8 per cent less than in the same period of the previous fiscal year. The
original Budget projected that payments for capital assets would amount to R6,2 billion
in fiscal 2005/06 as a whole.

National government expenditure as a ratio of gross domestic product amounted to
26,8 per cent in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06, slightly higher than the ratio of
25,9 per cent recorded in the corresponding period of the previous fiscal year.

After taking into account cash-flow adjustments (i.e. adjustments resulting from timing
differences between the recording of transactions and bank clearances, and late
departmental requests for funds), national government’s cash expenditure amounted to
R204 billion in the first half of fiscal 2005/06, representing an increase of 13,7 per cent
compared with the same period of the previous fiscal year, just about equivalent to the
budgeted increase for the full fiscal year.

National government revenue collections continued at a brisk pace in the first six months
of fiscal 2005/06 and amounted to R190 billion, representing a year-on-year rate of
increase of 20,5 per cent. This rate of increase was significantly higher than the average
growth rate of 12,0 per cent recorded in the same period during the five years prior to
fiscal 2005/06. The Budget Review 2005 estimated that national government revenue
would grow by 6,5 per cent to amount to R370 billion for the fiscal year as a whole.

The strong revenue performance was broad based as shown in the table on the
opposite page. Taxes on income, profits and capital gains increased by 20,4 per cent in
the first six months of fiscal 2005/06 compared with the same period a year earlier. This
increase was mainly the result of strong growth in corporate income tax collections,
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signalling the increased profitability of companies as well as the continued
improvement in tax-collection efficiency. Taxes on property, while still growing
strongly, lost some of their earlier vigour as they increased by 26,8 per cent in the first
half of fiscal 2005/06 compared with 32,4 per cent in the same period of the previous
fiscal year.

All major components of domestic taxes on goods and services recorded strong growth
rates. The increase in the largest category of this component, i.e. value-added tax
collections, was consistent with strong local demand for durable and semi-durable
items. Taxes on international trade and transactions grew strongly in the first half of fiscal
2005/06 mainly due to a strong increase in customs duties collected, consistent with the
strong increase in imports.

National government revenue as a ratio of gross domestic product amounted to 
25,0 per cent in the first six months of fiscal 2005/06, significantly higher than the ratio
of 22,6 per cent recorded in the corresponding period of the previous fiscal year.

The net result of the recorded revenue and expenditure of national government in the
first six months of fiscal 2005/06 was a cash book deficit before borrowing and debt
repayment of R13,4 billion – R9,6 billion lower than the deficit recorded in the same
period of fiscal 2004/05. A deficit of R48,0 billion was originally budgeted for 2005/06
as a whole. As a ratio of gross domestic product, the national government deficit
amounted to 1,8 per cent, significantly lower than the ratio of 3,3 per cent recorded in
the corresponding period a year earlier.

The cash-flow deficit before borrowing and debt repayment amounted to 
R15,2 billion in the first half of fiscal 2005/06, compared to R23,0 billion recorded in
the first half of fiscal 2004/05. In addition, an extraordinary payment was recorded in
respect of the issuance of zero-coupon bonds with a face value of R4,5 billion to the
Bank. This issue was made in April 2005 to defray part of the realised losses on the
Gold and Foreign Exchange Contingency Reserve Account (GFECRA). Extraordinary
receipts in fiscal 2005/06 included proceeds of foreign exchange amnesty and
special dividends from Telkom to the amount of R1,0 billion each in July 2005. In
August 2005, Eskom paid a special dividend to the amount of R0,7 billion to national
government.

South African Reserve Bank

47Quarterly Bulletin  December 2005

National government revenue in fiscal 2005/06 

R billions

Originally Actual Percentage
Revenue source budgeted Apr – Sep 2005 change*

Taxes on income, profits and capital gains ........... 200,9 107,6 20,4
Payroll taxes ......................................................... 4,9 2,4 12,5
Taxes on property ................................................. 9,8 5,3 26,8
Domestic taxes on goods and services ................ 143,0 68,1 13,8
Taxes on international trade and transactions ....... 13,2 8,3 44,3
Other revenue ....................................................... 10,2 5,2 65,5
Less: SACU** payments ...................................... 12,1 6,7 1,2
Total revenue........................................................ 369,9 190,2 20,5

* From April – September 2004 to April – September 2005
** Southern African Customs Union
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As indicated in the accompanying table, the net borrowing requirement in the first six
months of fiscal 2005/06 was financed mainly through the issuance of securities in the
domestic bond market. During this period, short-term instruments were issued at an
average rate of 6,8 per cent and long-term fixed-interest bonds at an average yield of
8,1 per cent per annum.

The National Treasury introduced several new bills and bonds in the first six months of
fiscal 2005/06, including 273-day Treasury bills and bonds of various maturities. The
average maturity of national government’s domestic marketable bonds decreased
slightly from 99 months at the end of March 2005 to 95 months at the end of
September.

Net issues of foreign bonds and use of foreign loans amounted to R1,4 billion during the
first six months of fiscal 2005/06. Net foreign funding included an amount of R1,7 billion
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National government financing in fiscal 2005/06
R billions

Item or instrument Originally Actual
budgeted Apr – Sep 2005

Deficit ................................................................................................ 48,0 15,2*
Plus: Extraordinary payments ............................................................ 7,0 4,5

Cost on revaluation of foreign bonds and loans at redemption .... 0,7 0,0
Less: Extraordinary receipts ............................................................... 1,0 2,8
Net borrowing requirement ............................................................... 54,7 16,9
Treasury bills ...................................................................................... 5,0 3,9
Domestic government bonds ............................................................. 26,3 29,5
Foreign bonds and loans ................................................................... 12,8 1,4
Change in available cash balances** .................................................. 10,6 -17,9
Total net financing ............................................................................ 54,7 16,9

* Cash-flow deficit
** Increase -, decrease +



drawn on the export credit facility which had been arranged for the financing of the Strategic
Defence Procurement Programme. The average outstanding maturity of government’s
foreign bonds decreased from 78 months to 72 months over the same period.

The funding activities of national government resulted in an increase of R17,9 billion in
government’s bank balances during the first six months of fiscal 2005/06, bringing the
level of these balances to R48,7 billion at the end of September 2005.

Total loan debt of national government increased from R502 billion at the end of March
2005 to R536 billion at the end of September 2005. Foreign debt as a portion of total
loan debt amounted to 13,0 per cent at the end of September 2005 compared with
13,8 per cent at the end of March 2005. As a ratio of gross domestic product, national
government total loan debt increased from 35,3 per cent at the end of March 2005 to
36,1 per cent at the end of September 2005.

The outstanding balance on the GFECRA at the end of March 2005 amounted to 
R5,3 billion, but was almost completely redeemed by the amount of R4,5 billion paid by
the National Treasury in April 2005 to defray losses on this account. Including this
balance, total debt of national government increased from R507 billion at the end of
March 2005 to R536 billion at the end of September 2005. Total debt of national
government as a ratio of gross domestic product increased from 35,7 per cent at the
end of March 2005 to 36,2 per cent at the end of September 2005.

Adjusted estimates of national government finance 

The Adjusted Estimates of National Expenditure 2005, tabled in the National Assembly
by the Minister of Finance on 25 October 2005, sought approval for additional
unforeseen and unavoidable government spending during fiscal 2005/06. However, part
of the additional expenditure would be defrayed from the contingency reserve and other
unallocated amounts for unforeseen expenses already provided for in the main estimates
presented to Parliament in February 2005. Furthermore, considerable savings and
underspending – including a reduction of R1,3 billion in projected state debt costs –
were also provided for in the Adjusted Estimates, leaving a net decrease in spending in
the current fiscal year to the amount of R2,1 billion. This brought the revised estimate of
national government expenditure in fiscal 2005/06 to R415,8 billion.
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Revised budget estimates for fiscal 2005/06
R billions

Originally budgeted expenditure .................................................................. 417,8
Plus: Additional expenditure ....................................................................... 0,5
Less: Savings and underspending ............................................................... -2,5
Total adjusted expenditure ......................................................................... 415,8

Originally budgeted revenue ......................................................................... 369,9
Plus: Increase in taxes on income and profits ............................................. 19,6

Increase in taxes on property ............................................................ 1,2
Increase in domestic taxes on goods and services ............................ 9,3
Increase in taxes on international trade and transactions ................... 3,1

Less: Decrease in other revenue ................................................................. -1,0
Increase in SACU payments .............................................................. -2,0

Total adjusted revenue ............................................................................... 400,1
Originally budgeted deficit ......................................................................... 47,9
Adjusted deficit .......................................................................................... 15,7

Source: Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, October 2005
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National government revenue in 2005/06 is expected to exceed the original budget
estimates by no less than R30,2 billion, based on revised macroeconomic projections
and the revenue trends for the first six months of the current fiscal year. This partly
reflects the momentum of revenue flows arising from brisk economic growth as well as
the associated increased demand for domestic goods and services and imported
goods, and higher corporate earnings.

The Southern African Customs Union payments to the BLNS countries (Botswana,
Lesotho, Namibia and Swaziland) – largely a function of customs revenue – are to
increase by R2,0 billion to amount to R14,1 billion. On balance, total adjusted revenue
for the full fiscal year was projected to amount to R400,1 billion or 25,9 per cent of the
estimated gross domestic product.

The revised projections imply a substantial decrease in the budgeted deficit before
borrowing and debt repayment. This estimated deficit of R15,7 billion (originally budgeted
at R48,0 billion) is expected to equal 1,0 per cent of the estimated gross domestic
product for the full fiscal year compared with 3,1 per cent indicated in the original Budget.
The deficit would be financed mainly through the issuance of long-term bonds in the
domestic bond market as well as by utilising government’s available cash balances.

The Medium Term Budget Policy Statement 2005

The Minister of Finance presented the Medium Term Budget Policy Statement 2005
(MTBPS) to Parliament on 25 October 2005. In order to promote economic and social
development, the MTBPS 2005 provides the resources needed to boost investment
spending in order to support accelerated and shared economic growth. It recognises
that South Africa’s developmental objectives have to be met within a sound and
expansive budget framework. The MTBPS 2005 addresses key areas for accelerating
growth and investment, broadening economic participation as well as social security,
health and human development.

The accelerated and shared growth strategy of the government aims to reinforce
modernisation and deepen the competitiveness of the economy, while also broadening
economic participation and addressing structural constraints that inhibit the
development of small businesses and cohesive communities. Regulatory reform to ease
the compliance burden on small businesses and facilitating integration into the formal
economy is under consideration.

In the areas of social security, health care and human development government will
increase income support to the most vulnerable and progressively extend welfare services
for children and the elderly to improve their livelihood. Government will shift its priority for
the decade ahead from income support for the poor to strengthening and improving public
health care and education. Several reforms relating to the wider social insurance
environment are under way. For instance, with effect from 2006, medical scheme
contributions by lower-income groups will be treated more favourably for tax purposes.

Further steps in the gradual liberalisation of exchange controls were announced in the
MTBPS. Government also reiterated its commitment to better service delivery in the public
sector, inter alia, through initiatives to develop managerial capacity, improve financial
management systems, and provide support for municipalities facing financial difficulties.

Fiscal prudence evidenced in the previous fiscal years is expected to continue at all levels
of government, as indicated in the table on the opposite page. The national government
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deficit for the current fiscal year is expected to amount to 1,0 per cent of the estimated
gross domestic product, rising to levels of around 2 per cent in the ensuing three years.
The borrowing requirement of the consolidated general government is projected to
average 2,6 per cent of gross domestic product over the same period. The public-sector
borrowing requirement is set to increase from 1,2 per cent in 2005/06 to around 3,4 per
cent over the medium term.
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Fiscal projections

Revised Medium-term estimates
estimates
2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09

R billions

National government
Revenue ............................................ 400,1 437,0 479,0 527,2
Expenditure ....................................... 415,8 474,0 518,3 568,7
Deficit before borrowing ..................... 15,7 37,0 39,3 41,5

Consolidated general government
borrowing requirement ........................... 17,1 44,0 50,9 52,1
Public-sector borrowing requirement .... 18,9 57,1 65,3 68,2

Ratio of gross domestic product

Per cent
National government

Revenue ............................................ 25,9 25,8 25,8 25,9
Expenditure ....................................... 27,0 28,0 27,9 28,0
Deficit before borrowing ..................... 1,0 2,2 2,1 2,0

Consolidated general government 
borrowing requirement ........................... 1,1 2,6 2,7 2,6
Public-sector borrowing requirement .... 1,2 3,4 3,5 3,4

Source: Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, October 2005

Non-financial public-sector borrowing requirement

R billions Per cent

Fiscal years
* Medium Term Budget Policy Statement, October 2005
 Rand billions
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National government’s real non-interest expenditure is projected to increase by 6,3 per
cent per annum over the medium term, excluding the transfers to municipalities to replace
Regional Service Council (RSC) levies. Debt service costs as a percentage of estimated
gross domestic product were expected to decline further to 2,8 per cent in 2008/09.

Compared to the February 2005 Budget, the Medium Term Expenditure Framework
(MTEF) envisages a generally higher level of government expenditure, especially in the
area of income support and social development. Over the MTEF period, capital spending
by non-financial public enterprises is expected to increase significantly, bringing them into
a deficit position and representing a greater claim by the public sector on capital markets.

The MTBPS 2005 indicated additional transfers of R46 billion to provincial and local
governments. This will strengthen their ability to improve public services through proper
targeting of services and improved governance as well as increased investment in
poorer communities to ensure sustainable livelihoods.

Projected extraordinary payments in fiscal 2005/06 allowed for the issuing of R4,5 billion
in bonds to the Bank to defray the outstanding balance on the GFECRA. This amount
was R2,5 billion lower than the originally budgeted amount due to higher bond issues to
the Bank in 2004/05. In fiscal 2007/08 the contingent liability of about R4,2 billion,
relating to Saambou Bank, would be realised.

Domestic long-term loans would be the primary instrument used to finance the budget
deficit over the medium term. Total gross loan debt was estimated to amount to 35,0 per
cent of the gross domestic product at the end of fiscal 2005/06, decreasing to 31,5 per
cent of the gross domestic product at the end of fiscal 2008/09. Foreign debt as a
percentage of total gross loan debt was projected to increase from 13,5 per cent at the
end of fiscal 2005/06 to 16,0 per cent at the end of fiscal 2008/09.
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