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After careful conSideration of all the relevant circum­
stances and factors the Government has decided that 
during 1973 the basic principles of the Import control 
policy, as it was applied in 1972. would be retained 
In an unamended form . 

AI the same time the Government has also decided 
to Introduce certain relaxations of the existing Import 
restrictions. In broad outline these Import control 
relaxations consist of the following steps: 
Ii) the irlciUSIQn in the 1,51 of goods which may be 

Imponed Without permit, of 122 commodities 
which al present may be Imported only under 
permit: and 

(ii) the transfer of one group of commodities, viz, 
commercial mOlOr vehictes and spares therefor, 
from the list of goods which may be Imported only 
subject to predetermined import Quotas, to the 
list of goods for which Import permits are readily 
Issued to meel the full reasonable requirements of 
Importers, 

Furthermore, In respect of the follOWing groups of 
commodities which are either subject to the determi­
nation of Import quotas or to the Issue of speCific 
Imparl permits. the Government has decided to grant 
initial permit Issues for 1973 of 80 per cent of the 
permit allocations made to IndlVlduallmponers during 
1972, 

General merchandise. 
Clothing, 
Textile piece goods Imported by merchants, 
AlcoholiC beverages. 
Confectionery. 
Pharmaceutical products and reqUirements In 

finished form. 
Fungicides, insectiCides and pesticides In finished 
form . 
Paper and paper board Imported by merchants. 
Although the balance of payments has improved 10 

such an extent dunng the past year that the application 
of ImpOrt control as.:l meosure to protectlhe baidllce of 
payments IS no longer Justified, the Government has 
repeatedly made It clear that Import control will not be 
relaxed In such a manner that local manufacturers 
who submit fully mOlivated cases for tariff protection, 
Will be leh Without suffiCient and effectwe protection 
In Ihe local market against overseas competition 
because of the fact that the granting of protection to 
them by means of the customs tanff IS frustrated by 
the extent of South Africa 's GAlT tariff obligations. 

With a view to the Implementation of liS declared 
poliCY the Government has apPointed a Commlltee to 
Invesllgate in detail the problems which South Africa's 
membership of GAlT are creating lor the further econo­
mic development of the country and, In particular. for 
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the further development of ItS industries, and 10 submll 
recommendations regarding the steps which the 
Government should take In order to solve these prob­
lems. 

As recently announced by my colleague the Minister 
of Economic Affairs", the Government has accepted 
the report and recommendations of thiS CommlUee 
In entirety. There is obviously a direct relationship 
between these recommendations and the policy which 
the Government will In future apply in regard to the 
relaxation of import control. 

I accordingly wish to make It ctear that the relaxa· 
lions of Import control which I have announced above, 
do nOI in any way represent a departure from the 
recommendations of the GAlT Committee of Enquiry 
which the Government has already accepted. 

Further, I mUSt reiterate that the Government Will 
fully honour liS undertaking to domestic manufac­
turers 10 regard to the grantlOg of adequate protection 
to them where thiS IS Justified, and that any relaxation 
of Import conlrol Will nOt be implemented in any man­
ner which is likely to leopardlse this undertaking. 

I also Wish to remind manufacturers that those of 
them who are still be 109 indirectly protected by Import 
control despite the fact that the Government is In a 
position to provide protection to them by means of 
tanifs, should submit fully mOtivated applications for 
tanff protection 10 the Board of Trade and Industry by 
31 st December at the very latest if they feel that such 
tatiH protection would be essential for their continued 
economiC operation 10 the event of import contra! 
belOg relaxed. 

'See page 19. 
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Ole regermg het. na noukeunge oorweglng van al die 
loepashke omstandlghede en fakl0re. beslult om voor­
lopig die grondbeglnsels van die mvoerbeheerbeleld 
soos hlerdle beleld gedurende 1972 toegepas was, 
onveranderd gedurende 1973 veOr! Ie sit. 

Terselfdertyd het die Regermg ook. besluit om sekera 
verslapPlngs van die bestaande Invoerbeperkmgs in 
werking Ie Siei. In hooftrekke behels hlerdie invoer­
beheerverslappmgs die .... olgende stappe : 
(I) die loevoe9i09 van 122 kommodlt8lle. waarvan die 

Invoer lans aan permllbeheer onderworpe IS. 101 die 
Iys van goedere wat sonder permit mgevoer kan 
word , en 

(II) die oorplastng van een kommodHeIIsgroep, naam· 
Ilk handelsmotorvoertUie en onderdele daarvoor, 
vanaf die Iys van goedere wat slegs onderworpe 
aan die vasstelling van Invoerkwotas vir individuele 
mvoerders mgevoer kan word, na die Iys van goed­
ere waarvoor mvoerpermltte vryelik toegestaan 
word om die volle redellke behoeftes van mvoerders 
Ie bevredlg, 

Voorts het die Regenng beslult om ten opsigte van 
die volgende kommodllellsgroepe wat onderworpe IS 
aan of die vasslelling van invoerkwOlas of die UltrelklOg 
van speslfleke IOvoerpermltte, aanvanklike permltult· 
relkmgs Vlf 1973 van 80 persent van IOdlVlduele 10-
voerders se permlttoekennmgs vir 1972 te maak: 

Aigemene handelsware. 
Klerasle. 
Teksllelstukgoedere deur handelaars IOgevoer. 
Alkohollese dranksoorte, 
SUlkergoed. 
Farmaseuuese produkte en benodlgdhede In die 
fmale vorm 
Swamdoders. plaagdoders en msektedoders in die 
!male vorm . 
Papier en karlon deur handelaars mgevoer. 
Hoewel die betalmgsbalans gedurende die a!gelope 

laaf m so 'n mate verbeler hel dal die loepassmg van 
tOvoerbeheer as 'n beskermmgsmlddel Vlf die beta ­
hngsbalans nle langer geregverdlg IS nle, het die 
Regeflng by herhahng dlt duidehk geslel dat Invoer­
beheer nle op so 'n wyse verslap sal word dat plaasllke 
vervaardlgers wat 'n gemollveerde saak vir tarle/be­
skermmg voorh!l, sander voldoende en doeltreffende 
beskermlOg leen bUitelandse mededingmg to die 
plaasld(e mark sal moet klaarkom m gevalle waar 
SUid-Afrika se larietverpligtmge onder die AOTH dlt vir 
die Regering onmoontlik maak om hlerdle nyweraars 
met behulp van verhoogde doeaneregte te beskerm nie, 

Ole Regenng het dan ook, met die oog op die 
Implementenng van hlerdle beleldsverklarmg, n 
Komilee aangestel am deeghk m Ie gaan op die pro-
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bleme wat Swd-Afnka se hdmaalskap van die AOTH VI( 
die land se verdere ekonomfese ontwlkkehng, en vera! 
vir sy verdere nywerheidsontwlkkeling, meebrmg en 
om aanbevellngs voor te Ie oar die stappe wat die 
Regertng kan doen am hlerdle probleme op Ie los, 

Soos my kolle9a, die Minister van Ekonomiese Sake, 
onlangs aangekondlg het', het die Regering die 
Koml\ee se verslag en sy aanbevehngs to geheel aan­
vaar, Daar bestaan noodwendlg 'n regstreekse ver­
band tussen hlerdle aanbevelings en die beleld wat die 
Regenng voortaan mel belrekklng 101 die verslapplOg 
van Invoerbeheer gaan volg . 

Ek wlI dll dan oak dUldehk Slel dat die verslappmgs 
van IOvoerbeheer wat ek hlerbo aangekondlg hel. m 
geen opslgle 'n afwykmg verteenwoordlg van die 
aanbevelmgs van die AOTH-ondersoeklc:omitee wat die 
Regeflng reeds aanvaar het nie. 

Verder wit ek herhaal dal die Regeflng sy onder· 
neming aan nyweraars met betrekking 101 die verlenmg 
van voldoende beskermmg aan hulle, waar dll gereg­
verdlg IS, len volle sal nakom, en dal emge verslappmg 
van mvoerbeheer nle op sodanlge wyse sal geskmd dat 
dlt hlerdle ondernemmg ongedaan sal maak nie. 

Ek wll oak weer eens nyweraars daaraan hennner 
dat dlegene van hulle wat lans nog md(rek deur mvoer­
beheer beskerm word ondanks die lel\ dat die Regenng 
In staat IS om hulle met behulp van laflewe Ie beskerm, 
teen 31 Desember ten allerlaalsle ten volle gemOIl­
veerde aansoek.e om lanefbeskermmg aan die Raad 
van Handel en Nywerheld moel voorle Indlen hulle sou 
voel dal sodanige tanelbeslc:ermlng noodsaakhk sou 
wees Vir hulte voortgesette ekonomlese bedrywlghede 
Indlen mvoerbeheer verslap sou word 
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