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Import control and tariff protection 
Press release issued by the Minister of Economic Affairs 

In a press release Issued on 19th December 1969. the 
MiniSter of EconomiC Affairs, Mr J. F W. Haak, an
nounced that the Government had decided nOI 10 
conHnue to Invoke Article XII of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade In the application of Its Import 
control measures. The prOVISions m question empower 
con tracting panies to the General Agreement to mam
tain import cenlral for balance of payments reasons 
on ly. The Amcle also provides. however, that countries 
Invokmg II should dismantle thelf Impon restnctlons as 
soon as the applicalton of Impon control can no longer 
be Jusllfled on balance 01 payments grounds. 

The Government's decision to terminate ItS mvocatlon 
of Anicle XII of the General Agreement as Justification 
lor th e application of Impon control, had been taken 
after the recent annual consultation with a miSSion of the 
International Monetary Fund, on the grounds of the 
Increase 10 the Republic's monetary reserves and the 
general favourable tfend of liS balance of payments. 

The Government's deCISion, however, did nOI mean 
that Import control would be abolished Immediately. Im
port conuol had been applied for more than twenty 
years. Although Import control had been relaxed appre
iabty dUring the last few years, the remaining Import 
restrictions could not be abolished Immediately without 
senous disruPtion being caused to various local 
Industries, 

It had been learnt from expenencelhat most Industries 
which had been established In South Africa, needed a 
measure of protection to SUNive against foreign compe
tition , Where the necessary freedom of tariff action 
eXisted. tanff protection. which was generally regarded 
as adequate, had. In terms of the Government's poliCY 
of according moderate protection on a selective baSIS. 
been granted to Industries reqUiring assistance. These 
Industries ought to be 10 a pOsition 10 hold their own 

Without the Incldenlal prOtection provided by Impon 
control. These Industfles were In any event free to make 
out a motivated case to the Board of Trade and Indus
tries for Increased tanff protection should they be of the 
opinion that the eXlstmg Import tariffs were inadequate. 

In those cases, however. where the Government's 
obligations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, or ItS other obligations. made It impossible lor It 
10 Increase Import tanffs m order to grant a reasonable 
measure of tanff protection 10 deserving industries 
already m eXlstance, or to industries about to be estab
lished, Ihe eXisting Import reslflctlons. which could be 
used for the protection of such industries, would nOt be 
dismantled unlll such time as the Government had 
negolla led the freedom to grant the necessary tariff 
prOtection, 

The nature and magnitude of the Republic's tartff 
commitments under the General Agreement on Tanffs 
and Trade handicap the Government to an appreCIable 
eXlent in glvmg effect to liS declared policy of according 
a reasonable measure o f tatlff protectIon on a selecttve 
baSIS to local industries, 

Th e granting of thiS Iype of tartff protection IS 10-
dispensable for the further mdustrial development 01 a 
young industflal country like South Africa, as well as for 
the effectllle Implementation of the Government's poliCY 
of tndustrial decentralisation. 

The Government had accordingly deCided that the 
lime had arrIVed for a general revision of ItS tanff com
mitments under the General Agreement on Taflffs and 
Trade-commitments which had been concluded 22 
years ago when South Afllca's economIC conditions 
and needs were completely different from today's, 
The necessary negotIations for this purpose would be 
entered tnto With the other tnterested contracting parties 
10 Ihe Agreement at the earltest pOSSible opportunity, 
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Invoerbeheer en tariefbeskerming 
Persverklaring uitgereik deur die Minister van Ekonomiese Sake 

In 'n persverklarmg wat op 19 Oesember 1969 ungerelk 
IS, het die Minister van Ekonomlese Sake, mnr J, F. W 
Haak. aangekondig dat die Regermg beslwt het om by 
die verdera toepassmg van sy Invoerbeperk,mgs homself 
ole langer op die bepaitngs van Artlkel XII van die AI· 
gemene Ooreenkoms oor Tanewe en Handel Ie beroep 
ole. Oie betrokke bepahngs magllg ondenekenaars van 
die Aigemene Ooreenkoms om Invoerbeheer slegs vir 
betaltngsbalansdoelemdes Ie gebrUlk. Ole artlkel bepaa l 
egler ook dal lande wal hulle op hierdle magl lgmg 
beroep. hulle invoerbeperkings moet afskaf sodra die 
loepasslng van invoerbeheer ole langer op betahngs
balansgronde geregverdlg kan word nle. 

Ole Regenng se bestuu am sy 'gebruik van Artlket 
XII van die Atgemene Ooreenkoms as regverdlglng vir 
die toepasslng van mvoerbeheer te staak, IS geneem 
vanwee die hoe peil van die Repubhek se moneu}re 
reserwes asook die atgemene gunstlge posisle van sy 
betahngsbalans. Na oorlegpteging met die mlssle van 
die Internasionate Monetere Fonds tydens sy onlangse 
jaarhkse samespreklngs met die Regenng, het die 
Regenng beslull dat weens bogenoemde faklOre hy 
hom nle meer op die betrokke bepalings va1 die AI
gemene Ooreenkoms sal beroep nle. 

Ole Regering se beslult beteken egter me dat invoer
beheet nou dadehk afgeskaf gaan word me. Invoer
beheet word reeds vir meer as 20 13ar lank toegepas. 
Hoewel invoerbeheet gedurende die afgeJope paar taar 
aanslenllk verslap IS, kan die oorblyvyende invoerbeper
kmgs nle nou dadefik afgetakel wo rd sander dat daar 
ernstlge ontwngtmg In verskeie plaasllke nyvyerhede sal 
plaasvlOd n18. 

Ole ondervinding het geleer dat die meeste nyvver
hede wat In SUld·Afnka gev8s119 word, 'n mate van 
beskermlOg nodlg het om teen bUilelandse konkurren
sle slaande te bty, Waar daar die nodlge vryheld van 
lanef-optrede bestaan. is daar dan oak, mgevolge die 
Regenng se beleid om matlge beskermlOg op 'n selek
!Iewe grondslag loe te staan, tanefbeskermlOQ wat m 
die algemeen as voldoende geag word, aan hulp~ehoe-

wende nyvverhede verleen Hlerdle nyvyerhede behoort 
m staal Ie wees om. sonder die toevailige beskermmg 
wa t van Invoerbeheer afkomsug is, die mas te kan op
kom. In elk geval staan dlt hlerdle nyvyerhede vry om, 
Indlen hulle van menmg IS dat die getdende Invoer
taflewe onvoldoende IS, 'n gemollVeerde saak Vlf vet
hoogde lariefbeskermlng by die Raad van Handel en 
Nyvverheld uil Ie maak. 

In daardle gevalle, egler, waardle Regenng se lanei
verphgllnge onder die Algemene Ooreenkoms oar 
Tariewe en Handel, of sy ander verpligtinge, dil vir hom 
onmoonthk maak om IOvoerregte Ie hel of Ie verhoog 
ten elnde aan verdlenSlehke nywerhede wal reeds 
beslaan of bmne afslenbare tyd to! stand mag kom. 
·n redellke male van tanefbeskerming te verleen, sal die 
bestaande mvoerbeperkmgs wat Vlf die beskermmg van 
su lke nyvyerhede aangewend kan word. nle afgetakel 
word voorda! die Regenng die vryheid bedlng het am 
die nodige tariefbeskermlng Ie verleen nle, 

Ole aard en omvang van die Republiek se tarielver
pligtmge onder die Aigemene Ooreenkoms oor Taflewe 
en Handel strem die RegerlOg in 'n aanSlenllke male In 

die ullvoering van sy verklaarde beleld am aan plaasllke 
nywerhede ·n redel.ke mate van laflefbeskermmg op 'n 
selekuewe grondslag te verleen. 

Ole verleOing van hlerdle soorl tanefbeskermlOg IS 
onontbeerllk VJ( die verdere ny\Nerheldsontwikkehng van 
'n long nyvyerheidsland soos die Republiek asook Vlt 
die doeltreffende Implementenng van die Regeflng se 
beleld van nywerheldsdesentralisasle. 

Ole Regering het gevolglik bestUlI dat die tyd nou 
aangebreek het VIr 'n algehele herslenmg van sy tarlef
verphgtlOge onder die Aigemene Ooreenkoms oor 
Taflewe en Handel-verptigllnge wat 22 laar gelede 
aangegaan was loe SUld-Afnka se ekonomlese om
standlghede en behoef\es heeltemal anders was as 
vandag. Die nodige onderhandehnge VIr die doel met 
die ander belanghebbende ondertekenaars van die 
Ooreenkoms sal by die vroegsle moontlike geleentheld 
aangeknoop word. 
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